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Australian  Task  Force,  Period  1-24  April  1968  (U) 

SIASSHENT  #2  UKCLASSIFI^ 

SEE  DISTRIBUTIOlf^19  document  Is  subj&ct.  to  spscinl  actrcr 

transmittal  to  tovaiya  sevamc-oat  :>  c.  .  r  •  <  r  . 

made  only  with  p^lc-r  ?.?*>? fscl  ^  &td^~ 

T-% 

1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  as  lnclosure  for  review  and  evaluai 
In  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15* 


nation 


2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  In  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material. 
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COMBAT  OPERATIC 


ION.RZa 


Rofsi 


A.  1  ATP  SOP  Annex  B,  Appendix  4. 

B.  1  ATP  Op  Instr  13/68  (Op  COOKTOUN  ORCHID)  of  25  Mar  63. 

C;  2  RAR  Op  0  7/68  (Op  COOKTOWN  ORCHID)  of  291200H  Mar  60. 

D.  C  Coy  2  RAR  OpO  1/60  dated  30  Mar  68. 

B.  V  Coy  2  RAR  OpO  1/60  dated  2  Apr  60. 

P.  C  Sqn  1  Axnd  Regt  OpO  1/68  dated  4  Apr  68. 

Ci'  W  Coy  2  RAR  OpO  l/68  datod  4  Apr  68. 

H.  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  OpO  l/68  datod  Apr  68. 

I.  Map  VIETNAM,  L  0015  Shoots  6429,  I  and  IV,  6430-II-SU,  6430- 
II-SE  Edition  2  AMS  1,25,000. 


Natie  and  Typo  of  Oporation 


1.  Operation  COOKTOUN  ORCHID,  a  sorioa  of  oonpony  group  (.nor-.tione, 

oonduoted  by  2  RAR  uhioh  oonsiatod  of i 


a.  Rooonnaiaannoo  in  Poroe  operationa. 

b.  Land  Cloaring  operations, 

o.  Ambush  patrolling. 

d.  Minefield  olocrlng  operations. 


Datoa  of  Operation 

2.  Comoncod  OIOGOQH  Apr  68,  toroinatod  241200H  Apr-  68. 

Lqagapfl 


3.  See  Annex  P  attached,  Unit  and  Sub-Unit  Area  of  Operations. 

cPFPmk 

4'.  hq  i  ATP. 


2  RAR  with 


V 


a.  In  Dlreot  Support 

Renal, ning  in  DS  -  108  Pd  Bty  4  rd  Rogt. 

In  DS  fron  010800H  -  One  H13  161  (indop)  Rooco  Pit. 

-  Additional  HI 3  ao  aa  roquirod. 


b.'  Under  Operational  Control 


Fron  010800H  Apr  68 


Aust  Land  Cloaring  Teon  roinforoed 
by  Remo  Ploof^is  fron  34  (US)  Engr  Op 
Conbat  Engr  Toons  1  Pd  Sqn. 

Suoh  olna  of  C  Sqn  1  Arud  Rogt  and 
A  Sqn  3  Coy  Rogt  os  woro  required 
for  oaoh  oporation. 


6.  Dot  ails  of  tho  task  organisation  for  oaoh  separate  oonpany  group 

oporation  1b  given  in  pora  17  • 


7.  Amour 

a.'  Tanks 

PoPotRO 

66x033 


(1)  In  Operation  COOKTOT7N  ORCHID  I  a  troop  of  tanka,  ouwportcd 
by  a  platoon  of  infantry  nountod  in  M100  vohioloa  v;cro  used  tc 
oloor  through  on  oroa  for  land  olooring  operations.  Tho  area, 
acoording  to  intolligonco  was  suppoaod  to  bo  Lcavily  mined  with 
Ml6  anti-poraonnol  ninoa.  No  ainos  woro  onoo'.mtcrod  nnd  tho 
route  was  oloorod  successfully. 

(2)  C  Sqn  1  Axnd  Rogt,  supported  by  V  Coy  2  RAR  nnd  a  tp  of 

A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  woro  usod  to  oonduot  a  roconnrioecuioo  in  force 
operation  (Op  COOKTOflN  ORCHID  IV).  This  was  tho  first  infantry 
/tank/APC  rooonnoissanoe  in  force  oporation  conducted  by  1  AIR 
and  was  suo easeful.  Uoohonioal  breakdowns  and  tank  refuelling 
tines  tondod  to  restrict  tho  hours  of  oporation.  However  tho 
task  was  oonplotod  in  tho  tine  allottod. 

(3)  A  tank  was- “used  to  tow  a  heavy  ohain  nat  to  detonate  a 
ninofiold  of  Ml 6  anti-personnel  nines  during  Operation  COCKTOTOT 
ORCHID  V.  This  was  not  successful  os  tho  detonation  of  tho 
nines  consistently  onusod  minor  damage  to  tho  tank  and  the 
oporation  was  tominatod  on  tho  sooond  day. 

(4)  A  troop  of  tanks  supported  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  and  S  Coy  2  RAR 
during  Operation  COOKTOTN  ORCHID  VI,  a  reconnaissance  in  force 
oporation.  In  this  oporation  tho  tanks  v/oro  marginally  offcctivo 
duo  to  tho  thiok  nature  of  tho  vegetation  and  noolumical 
breakdown. 

b.  APCa.  AFCs  v/oro  usod  for  the  following  tasks  1 

(1)  Operation  COOKTOP?  ORCHID  jt 

(a)  Rood  oonvoy  protootion. 

(b)  Land  Cloering  Toon  protection. 

(0)  Carriage  of  troops  from  HOI  DAT  tc  operational  oroa. 

(2)  Oporation  COOICTC.W  ORCHID  IV 

(a)  Carriage  of  a  rifle  oonpany  supporting  C  Sqn  1  Amd 
Rogt  in  a  rooonnaioBancc  in  foroo  oporation. 

(b)  Carriage  of  troops  to  nnd  from  tho  operational  area 
from  IIUI  DAI. 

(3)  Operation  COOICTOMII  ORCHID  VI 

(a)  Carriage,  of  a  riflo  oonpany  in  on  APC/infantiy 
rooonnaissanco  in  foroo  oporation. 

(b)  Carriage  of  troops  to  and  from  tho  operational  oroa. 

In  all  operations  tho  APCs  worked  offiolontly  and  well. 

ArtlUorv 

Support  was  offioient. 

Sudnoors 

a.  Spool  ally  propoxod  Australian  bulldozors  end  Anerioan  Ramo 
ploughs  oonduotod  lend  olearing  in  Operation  COOKTCW  ORCHID  I 
efficiently. 

b.  Combat  onginoor  teams  were  usod  in  Operation  COOKTOT7IT  ORCHID  I, 
IV,  and  VI  for  tho  destruction  of  enemy  installations  looated  and  tie 
olooranoo  of  minos  and  booby  trapa.  As  normal  those  toons  workod 
efficiently. 


o,  A  occbat  engineer  toon  was  uaod  to  opon  and  oIobo  gaps  in  tho 
ninofiold  fonoo  during  Oporation  COOKTOWN  ORCHID  V. 

d,  Enginoor  mini  tonns  woro  employed  with  and  olononto  tliroughout 
the  oporatione. 

10.  Ma ttm 

a,  161  (inilon)  Rsooe  Fit.  Support  was  offioiont. 

b,  US  Amy  Aviation.  CH47  holiooptoro  wore  usod  througiout  tho 
oporatione  oaraying  fuol  to  tho  arnourod  olononto  and  onginoor  plant. 

Aa  usual  this  support  woo  punctual  and  offioiont. 

o,  9  San  RAAF.  Ro supply  of  oonponioo  woo  oapably  oarriod  out  during 
tho  operations. 

loteUgoaco 

11.  The  enory  situation  in  AD  BURGUNDY  was  as  given  in  Annex  A  to  roforonoo 
3.  Soo  also  Annex  ?  to  tills  roport. 

12.  Details  of  onoty  oontaots  and  finds  aro  given  in  sub  unit  operational 
analysis  attoohod. 

13.  The  operational  area  oonsisted  sooondaiy  Junglo,  ore  am  of  low  aorub, 
paddy  fields  and  sand  dunos. 

14.  The  woathcr  woo  noinly  hot  and  hunid. 


Misoion 

15.  The  niesion  Given  to  2  RAR  by  HQ  1  AIF  was  to  oonplotc  the  tooke  given 
to  2  RAR  in  AO  BURGUNDY. 

16.  2  RAR  doduood  mission  wos|  As  a  follow-up  to  Op  PINITAROO  2  RAR  was  to« 

a.  Carry  out  land  oloaring  oporatiers  in  aroa  oor.trc  of  mass  YS 
460550  in  oooordanoo  witl’  prioritios  previously  glvon  to  1  Fd  San 
by  Corsd  1  ATF. 

b.  Clear  tho  mi  nos  between  tho  multiple  oonoortina  fonoos  from 
H1RSBSEGB  Hill  YS  496617  to  tho  coastline  at  YS  525530. 

0.  Destroy  VC  installations  looatod  by  1  ATF  during  Op  PER1AROO 
in  AO  BURGUNDY. 

d.  Rooco  in  foroo  in  LIGHT  GREEN,  oontro  of  mass  YS  540570. 

0.  Roooo  in  foroo  in  LONC  GREEN,  oontro  of  mass  YS  5606OO. 

f.  Conduot  intensive  patrols  in  2  RAR  Patrol  AO. 

g.  Conduot  oordon  and  soarch  ops  within  AO  os  directed  by  HQ  1  ATF. 
Conoont  of  Operations 

17.  Tho  oporation  was  to  bo  oonduotod  os  a  sorioo  of  oonourror.t  company 
group  oporations  during  tho  period  1-30  April  os  follows « 

a.  Op  C00KT0WN  ORCIHD  I.  Land  oloaring  oporation  in  area  oontro  of 
naoo  YS  460550  from  1-30  Apr.  Soo  Annex  P  -  Aroa  1.  Tho  initial  task 
organisation  for  this  operation  was  as  followsi 

(l)  C  Coy  2  RAR  wlthi 

(a)  Under  Goad  -  one  nor  soot 

-  throo  ooribot  ongr  toamo 

(b)  In  D6  -  one  H13  161  (indap)  Roooo  Ht 


(o)  Undor  Op  Control  -  ono  tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rc^rt 
»  two  nor  APCo 
•  throo  oner  nlni  tc;mo 
-  Aust  land  oloarin^  tor/<  with  olno 

US  land  Olo axing  t  an  undor  op  ce  ntre.! 

(2)  Cond.  OC  C  Coy  2  RAH. 

b.  Op  COOKTOTOT  ORCHID  II.  Intensive  patrolling  in  AD  D’TtUURDY  North 
of  Routo  23  during  poriod  1-7  Apr.  This  oporation  was  to  be  plan  nod 
and  oonduotod  by  OC  A  Coy  using  A  Coy  2  RAR. 

o.  Op  COOKTCTflT  ORCHID  III.  Intensive  anbush  patrolling  in  2  RAR 
Patrol  AD  out  to  Lino  ALTA  during  poriod  3-30  Apr.  Tils  op  van  to  be 
plannod  and  oonduotod  by  OC  V  Coy  using  V  Coy  2  RAR. 

d.  Op  COOKTOTOT  ORCHID  IV.  Rocoo  in  For 00  in  LICET  GREER  oor.tro  .f 
nans  Ya  540570  during  poriod  6-9  Apr.  Soo  Annex  F  Area  3.  Tank 
organisation  was  to  boi 

(1)  C  Sqn  1  Amd  Rogt  with: 

In  DS  -  ono  III  3  161  (indop)  Rocco  Fit 

Undor  Op  Con  -  ono  tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt 

-  V  Coy  2  RAR 

-  two  oonbat  ongr  toann 

(2)  Oporation  wos  to  bo  plannod  and  oonduotod  by  OC  C  Sqn  1  Arud 
Rogt. 

o.  Op  OGOKTOUR  ORCHID  Y.  Cloaranoo  of  tho  ninoo  betvoon  tho  Multiple 
oonoortina  fonoos  fron  HORSESHOE  Hill  YS  496617  to  the  ooantllno  YS 
525530.  During  tho  poriod  10-20  Apr.  Task  organisation  was  to  bo: 

(1)  17  Coy  with! 

Under  Op  Con  -  tp  C  Sqn  1  Amd  Rogt 

-  3  *  H103  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt 

-  ono  oonbat  ongr  torn 

(2)  Tho  oporation  was  to  bo  planned  and  oonduotod  by  OC  U  Coy. 

f.  Op  COOKTOTOT  ORCHID  VI.  Roooe  in  Faroe  in  LONG  GREER,  oontre  of 
□ass  YS  56O6OO  or  oonplotion  of  Op  C00ICTCI7R  ORCHID  TV.  Task  organisation 
was  to  bo: 

(1)  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  with: 

In  DS  -  one  HI  3  161.  (indop)  Roooo  Fit 

Under  Op  Con  -  ono  tp  C  Sqn  1  Amd  Rogt 
v  -  B  Coy  2  RAR 

-  ono  oonbat  ongr  tean. 

(2)  Tho  oporation  was  to  "bo  plannod'  and  oonduotod  by  CC  A  Sqn 
3  Cav  Rogt. 

g.  Soparato  operations  woro  to  bo  nountod  at  a  lator  date  if  tasks 
given  in  para  21 0.  and  g.  woro  still  nooossaxy  after  Op  C00KT0UN  ORCHID 
I-VI. 

Smaattan 

18*  Op  OOOKTOT7II  ORCHID  I  prooodod  os  plcnnod.  C  Coy  woro  relieved  by 

W  Coy  on  18  Apr.  1  AHU  roliovod.W  Coy  on  22  Apr  to  roloaso  17  Coy  for  Op  TOAU  THANC. 
For  details  soo  Oporatlonal  Analysis  by  OC  C  Coy  and  17  Coy  attaohed. 

19.  Op.  C00KT017N  ORCHID  II  was  oonduotod  aa  planned.  Ops  wore  oxtondod 

until  17  Apr.  .At  YS  525626  at  2000  hrs  on  10  Apr  1  PI  A  Coy  oontaotod  3  VC  rosulting 


1 


In  1  VC  K3A, 
attaohod. 


Thera  wore  no  friondly  casualties.  No  Oporation  Analysis  ic 


20.  On  C00KT0WN  ORCHID  III  was  oonduotod  os  plonnod  but  was  tominntod 
on  23  Apr  to  roloaso  V  Coy  for  Op  TO  All  THAHG.  Soo  attaohod  Operation  Analysis 
by  OC  V  Coy. 

21.  On  COOICTOWi;  ORCHID  IV  vos  oonduotod  a a  plonnod.  Soo  Operation 
Analysis  by  OC  C  Sqn  1  Amd  Host  subnittod  soparatoly. 

22.  On  COOKPOVfiT  ORCHID  V  was  torninatod  on  12  Apr  aftor  oonsictont  r.iinor 
dana^J  to  tho  tank  by  dotonation -of  M16  ninos. 

23.  On  COOKTOUN  ORCHIS  VI  v/as  oonduotod  a a  plonnod.  Soo  attached 
Operation  Analysis  by  OC  B  Coy. 

24.  Ono  cordon  and  soaroh  oporation  vos  oonduotod  by  17  Coy  on  oonplotion 
cf  Op  COGKTOUN  ORCHID  V  cotins  on  infomation  givon  by  Dot  1  Div  Int  Unit.  Tliiu 
op  was  oensidorod  nost  suocoasful  by  Dot  1  Div  Int  Unit.  Soo  V  Coy  Oporation 
Analysis  attaohod. 

25.  Operation  C0C1CTC17N  ORCHID  wqe  tominatod  on  23  Apr  to  roloaso  2  RAR 
for  Op  TO  A1J  THANG. 

26.  For  dotoilod  sequence  of  ovonts  and  rosults  soo  Sub  Unit  Oporation 
Analysis  attaohod. 

Connandors  Analysis 

27.  This  typo  of  oporation  is  nost  intorostine  for  battalions  to  bo  givon. 
The  Berios  of  oonpsny  sizod  toslus  allows  oonpany  oomandors  tho  ohnnoo  to  oonduct 
oonpany  croup  operations  in  a  givon  tino  frano.  In  addition  where  tho  going  for 
APCs  and  tanks  was  oonsidorod  an  inport  ant  factor  squadron  oonnandors  woio  given 
tho  task  of  planninc  and  oonduoting  tho  oporation.  Tho  degree  of  cooperation 

on  those  operations  shoved  the  groat  possibilities  of  APC/tahk/infsntry  grouping 
and  should  bo  used  nore  often.  It  is  oensidorod  that  striko  foroo  of  APC/Tnfantiy 
ooy  with  sono  tanks  oould  bo  cr.ployod  on  nany  suoh  operations  North  of  Route  23 
whero  spood  find  intomcl  firo  support  uro  required.  This  typo  of  foroo  can  be 
nountod  quiakly.  It  is  net  absolutely  ossontial  to  have  artilloiy  fire  support  as 
this  oan  bo  provided  by  tanka  end  nortoxs.  Tho  phaooB  of  tho  oporatieno  whioh 
involved  oooporation  vdth  aruourod  olononts  wore  oxtronaly  gratifying  and  this  typo 
of  oporation  should  bo  repeated. 


Annoxos; 


A/  (l^t' 

M  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Connandin"  officer 
2  RAR/lIZ  (ANZAC )  Bn 


A.  B  Coy  Oporation  Analysis 

B.  C  Coy  Oporation  Analysis 

C.  V  Coy  Oporation  Analysis 

D.  17  Coy  Oporation  Analysis 

E.  17  Coy  Oporation  Analysis 

F.  17  Coy  Oporation  Analysis 

P.  Unit  and  Sub  Unit  Operation  Atom  and  Enory  Situation. 
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Filo  (l) 
HQ  1  AIF  (ll) 
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AVFBC-fiE-H  (5  Jun  66)  1st  Ind 

STIBJXCTi  Conbat  Operations  After  lotion  Report* 

Mt  Bft  II  FPORCBVy  APO  San  Francisco  96266  gg  j|jN  1968 

TOi  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Developoenty  Department  of  the 
Angry  Washington f  D.C.  20J10 

1*  Subject  report  is  forwarded* 

2.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  After  Action  Report  of  the 
1st  Australian  Task  Force ,  Operation  Cooktown  Orohidy  and  concurs  with  it* 

FOR  TBS  COMMABDSRi 


‘MtflO 


AMEX  A  TO  2  m 
nninuT  OPERATION 
-  ACTION  REPORT 


OP 


I  ORCHID 


SOB  UBIT  OPERATION  ANALYSIS 


1  Sub  unit  i 

PjMttBtlga  • 
Commnndar  i 
Juration  i 


B  COY  2  RAR 
COOKTOV7N  OltCIHJ  VI 
27330  Maj  W3C  CARTER 
12  Apr  60  -  16  Apr  68 


5  £uk 


To  oonduct  a  roconnaiss&nao  in  foroo  In  A0  BURGUNIT/. 


6  Soouonce  of  events i 

Apr  120700 
120930 

121000 

161400 


Mount  APC 

Force  concentrates  In  assy  aroa 

(MS5057) 

Leading  elms  oroes  SJ.- 
Reconnaissance  ccmpleto. 


7  Cgmpp?m9fl  StL  l8m» 


Force  commander 

Faroe 

in  B8 

under  op  ccn 


0.  Comments!  a.  Command 

The  -oporation  wn a  conmandod  throughout  by 
OC  A  SQM  3  CAV  REGT.  The  Inf  Coy  Cond  moved  with  tho 
•  Armd  cond  oxcopt  for  ono  phaso  which  was  basic  illy 

infantry  terrain  when  coy  comd  moved  on  foot.  I 
doneidor  the  connand  arrangement  was  tho  beat  possible 
for  a  foroo ' of  thia  kind,  in  the  typo  of  terrain 
encountered. 

b.  Torrnln  1 _ 

Tho  LONG  GREEN  at  thie  tine  of  tho  year  io  very 
.  .  dry  and  excopt  for  patches  of  thick  undergrowth  or 

long  grass  is  suitable  for  nountod  operations.  The 
exception  to  bo  preocoding  is  tho  aroa  in  MS  5660, 

5760,  5861  whioh  is  thiok  scrub ^  through  which  veh 
movement  io  slow  and  cumbersome. 

°*  CarrlnRO.  of  Infantry  > 

Tho  inf  aootions  wore  all  at  a  strength  of  8  and 
oaoh  pi  HQ  has  a  strength  of  5  plus  on  some  oooassions 
2  colt  prxsi  This  mode  a  total  of  31  to  be  carried  by 
a  sootion  of  APC'e.  Thia  strength  is  normal  for  operations 
Some  difficulty  wee  experienced  in  fitting  a  platoon 
on  to  a  section  of  APC's  for  the  following  roosons:- 

(l)  Rations  and  oqpt  for  APC  orews  is  carried 
in  tho  body  of  tho  vehiolo  and  MOT  stored  on 
shelves.  This  was  oorrootod  during  the  op  but 
principle  mutt  be  ostabliohod  that  the  body  of 
tho  vehicle  belongs  to  tho  infantry. 

(g)  Tho  inff-ntry  hod  largo  paoks  whioh  ennnot  bo 
worn  whilst  mounted.  This  difficulty  can  bo  ovorcoao 
with  oxporioftoc  in  loading. 


I  OC  A  S«T  3  CAV  REGT 
«  A  SQN  3  CAV  HEOT  (-) 
t  Ono  H13,  161  Roooe  Fit. 
t  Ono  tp  C  Sqn  1  /amd  Regt. 

Two  tk  dosora  C  Sqn  1  And  Regt. 
One  ARV  and  one  fitters  veh  C  Sqn 
1  Arnd  Regt. 

One  sect  Aelt  Pnr  FI  2  RAR. 

Ono  mini  toon  1  Fd  Sqn  RAE. 

B  Coy  2  RAR  with  FO  Party  and  MFC. 
Ono  sect  Mor  PI  2  RAR. 


(3)  Zh*  U11 3  la  designed  to  oarry  10  inf  aluo 
•Opt  and  tha  platoon  strength  of  31  ozoaods  this 
capacity.  Future  oparatlona  of  thie  nature  I 
oonaldar  that  aaotlona  oould  bo  raduoed  to  7  non 
without  loaa  of  effective  firo  pcaor. 

(4)  Zh*  infantry  were  carried  Inside  the  APC 
exoept  for  the  1C  number  in  tho  section.  Ho 
travelled  standing  with  weapons  at  tho  ready  in 
one  of  oontoot.  Z  oensider  it  more  important 
for  the  MG  number  to  be  orientated  and  informed 
of  tho  whereabouts  of  the  onomy  than  the  section 
ooQsandor.  1C  numbers  woro  flock  .laokets  and 
steel  holmcts  for  protection. 

(3)  Infantry  must  be  givon  frequent  rests  outside 
tho  AFC  to  overcome  the  affect  of  hoot  and  motion 

sloloaeas. 

dl  Dismounted  novoaent  but?"  or  tod  by  Armour » 

Some  early  problems  were  encountered  by  both  Arms  whon 
Infantry  wore  di amounted  and  woro  moving  infront  of  the 
armour.  Souo  of  thoso  are  listed,  I  would  emphalse  however 
that  hll  were  due  to  look  of  experienoo  and  woro  quickly 
and  eatisfactorily  rectified  by  mutual  dioousaion. 

(1)  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  thick  country 
whan  armour  moving  in  the  roar  puahing  over  treos 
oauood  soma  anxious  momenta  to  infantry  olearing 
to  the  front.  Zhic  was  overcome  by  both  forces 
moving  in  bounds,  tho  armour  being  controlled  either 
by  the  Infantry  oomd  in  inf  pl/APC  seat  operations 
or  by  SB: amour  rep  dismounted  in  inf  ooy/ATC  Tp 
operations. 

(2)  Some  early  problems  wore  exporlenood  by 
armoured  section  oomaandoro  in  marrying  up  with 
infantry  an  each  bound.  Zhio  woe  qhiokly  overcome 
by  moving  in  short  bounds  and  by  the  usu  of  infantry 
guides  on  one  occasion. 

(3)  Noise  made  by  vehicles  pushing  through  thick 
scrub  also  raised  some  problems  when  infantry  and 
armour  tried  to  move  at  tho  same  time.  Infantry 
eeouts  were  distraotod  by  noise  and  would  have  boon 
unable  to  hocur  any  noise  mode  by  snsay  mowing. 

This  was  alto  ovwroome  by  moving  in  bounds  Thin 
problem  also  arose  when  the  Hi  3  was  used  during 
tho  "Infantry  leading"  phase  Onoe  the  Hi 3  had 
ooanletcd  its  task  It  was  sent  out  of  tho  area  to 
ovwroomo  this  problem. 

e.  Mobility » 

Zho  degree  of  search  during  tho  operation  Was  infinitely 
greater  than  that  achieved  by  an  infantry  forco.  The  increased 
mobility  allowed  much  more  ground  to  be  searched.  Greater 
speed  of  movement  was  achieved  however  stealth  muot  bo 
saaslficed  and  tho  likelihood  of  oontoot  with  small  groups 
such  as  the  "oaretokor  foroe"  thought  to  exist  in  tho  area 
Is  greatly  decreased. 

f.  ft recover! 

A  force  of  this  nature  oan  develop  tromendous  fi recover 
against  a  forco  of  enemy  infantry.  Artillery  and  mortar  BF 
was  find  each  evening  around  the  harbour  aroa  The 
potential  of  the  GSfZDHZOM  firing  oanieter  supported  by  the 
cavalry  and  infantry  woapono  supported  in  depth  by  artillery  ' 
and  mortar*  makos  a  foroe  of  this  nature  more  than  formidable. 


.../Communications! 


«•  SaMBtaattai1 

An  inf/arnour/oavalqr  net  m  establiehed  and  ac  a 
result  no  difficulty  in  ooauunioations  between  arras  «ao 
experienced.  Radio  diagram  are  attaahod  at  Annex  A. 

h.  Opfifairlnr  TnnVet 

Unfortunately  great  difficulty  in  keening  the  tanks 
oobllo  was  experienced.  Whilst  not  qualified  to  enter 
technical  discussion  on  this  natter  it  wan  apparent  that  the 
Ml  13  vehlole  is  more  suited  to  operations  of  this  nature  than 
was  the  Centurion  tank.  Dio  value  of  the  firepower  of  the 
Centurion  would  have  to  be  weighed  against'  the  care  and  time 
requlsod  to  move  then  through  sand  and  scrub.  Perhaps  a  light' 
gun  mounted  on  the  1C1 13  oould  prove  a  satisfactory  substitute. 

9.  SSPSiXJ&Sfl' 

A  force  of  this  nature  is  of  great  value  to  mount  operations 
in  open  or  lightly  timbered  terrain  and  Z  can  think  of  any  number  of  oworations 
whero  it  oould  bo  used  to  produce  a  bettor  result  than  an  infantry  force 
operating  on  its  own.  Shore  is  a  requirement  for  muoh  greater  eu-hasis  on 
infantxy/axmoui/oavaliy  training  in  AUSTRALIA  to  achieve  a  higher  understanding 
of  tho  problems  encountered.  Many  of  the  probleme  which  were  "ironed  out"  on 
tho  first  day  of  the  operation  would  not  have  arisen  had  previous  training 
been  possible.  This  applies  at  all  levels.  Z  would  like  to  esphaeiee  that  I 
do  not  oansider  operations  of  this  nature  are  likely  to  wroduoe  contact  with 
■moll  parties  of  VC  however  Z  think  th«ar  are  of  value  for  reoonnoissonoe  of 
known  base  areas  and  for  roaotlan  to  VC  hasrassihg  operations  To  sun  up 
good  fun  and  a  valuable  sxworlenoe  at  all  lSvels.  Tor  the  most  part  beats 
walking. 


W  K  CARTER 
Maj 

OC  B  Coy  2  RAB 


00s  Counts 

Oils  was  a  valuable  expert enoe  for  both  the  APCb  and  infontxy,  I  oonour  with 
OC  B  (toy  oommsnta  on  contact  of  suoh  a  grouping  with  snail  parties  of  VC. 
lhe  noise  level  is  for  too  high,  however  on  more  apeoiflo  targets  against 
larger  groups  of  enesy  this  force  oonrosltian  would  be  Invaluable.  Hie 
oosnenta  on  APC  stowage  axe  valid  end  Should  bs  checked  periodically.  APC 
crews  tend  to  oerxy  muoh  more .  then  normal  oombgt  requlrenents. 
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noto  tor  Internal  traffic. 


FORCE  PPM  MET 

rfs* 


2RrR 


NOTES  TMo  not  fM  uaad  u  imm  of  poaotng  Infomtlon  froa  oub-unlti  of  foreo  to  Mghor  HQ. 


f\  vat*  ft  * 

r,  7o$r  op  po**<fs's 


to 


TO  2  OUt 


COY  SUB  CHIT  OPERATION  ANALYSTS 


SOB  QUIT  C  Coy  2  RAR. 

CaaiAHIER  335121  Maj  G.E.  77ILLIAUS. 

0PERATI0H  NAME  COOKTOVOT  ORCHID  ORE. 

JURATION  1  -  10  Apr  60. 

OUTLINE  OF  SUB  UNIT  TASKS 

a.  Die  aieeion  given  to  the  coy  gr oup  wna  to  conduot  land  clearing 
opera tiona  In  the  aroa  botwoen  Route  44  ’  Route  326  and  the  LONG  HAI 
.Mountain  Coatlez  (Centro  of  Udaa  IS  460530)  in  aocordanoo  with  the 
following  priori  tieai 

(1)  Priority  One 

(a)  Cloar  the  area  from  YS  489541  to  YS  493533. 

(b)  Clear  a  lano  200  metroa  wile  along  the  crook  line 
from  YS  482549  to  YS  472540. 

(o)  Clear  a  lone  200  metroa  wide  from  TAM  FHOUC  (YS  456574) 
-  YS  470540  -  IS  477523  -  YS  491521. 

(d)  Cloar  the  line  of  tho  SUOI  BUT  THIET  from  YS  462550 
to  YS  475568. 

(e)  Clear  the  lino  of  Hie  SUOI  THE  from  YS  459560  to 
YS  469569. 

(2) '  Priority  Two. 

(a)  To  cloar  a  lano  along  the  NOME  TESTERS  faoo  of  tho 
NUI  DA  rose  foature  from  YS  456572  to  YS  435551. 

(b)  To  clear  a  lano  between  NUI  H01TG  THUNG  and  NUI  DIEN 
BA  from  YS  440523  to  YS  462549. 

(3)  Priority  Three  Priority  Three  taekn  wore  to  olor.r  tho 


areaa  remaining  botneon  tho  Priority  One  oute 

/ 

b.  The  Company  grouping  for  tho  operation  was  as  followai 

C  Coy  2  SAM. 

1  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Qav  Regt. 

ASST  Land  Clearing  Team  (12  z  D6  bulldoaere). 
Eleoente  US  Land  Clearing  Team  (5  z  Rome  Ploughs) . 
One  Section  iiortar  PI  2  R'Jt. 

Hi  3  l6l  Rooco  lit  (in  DS) 

SECDBTCE  OF  EYFSTS 


1  Apr  68  Movement  of  ooy  gp  from  NUI  TIT  to  PSPB 

HERRING  (YS  492551) I  B  Coy  3  BAR  relieved 
in  PSPB  HERRING. 

2  •  3  Apr  68  Land  clearing  operatione  completed  in  area 

of  YS  490540. 

5  Ape  68-  Advonoe  Bate  GLORIA  eetabliehed  at  Y6  471541. 
PSPB  dl aaan tied. 

6-10  Apr.  68  SOUTHEEN  land  clearing  oomploted  team 
YS  471541  „  YS  478523  -  YS  491521. 


AHHt*.  B 


II 


5.  11-17  Apr  68 


N0R3HEHN  Out  ooorletod  from  IS  471541  - 
W  456575. 

6.  18  Apr  68  C  Coy  relieved  by  17  Coy  2  RAR  at  GLORIA. 


b.  Qocantu 

(1)  Pee  of  Infantry  It  was  generally  found  boat  by  day  to  employ 
one  rlatocn  In  tho  protection  of  the  baeo  oamp:  one  -latoon 

giving  intimate  protection  to  tho  day's  clearing  operations  and 
the  regaining  platoon  patrolling  and  ronaining  overnight  in  tho 
area  to  be  vorked  on  the  day  following.  By  night  lue  to  tho  eiae 
of  the  baee  can",  tiro  platoons  were  found  necessary  for  the 
defenoo  of  GLORIA, 

(2)  Pea  of  Cavalry  1  Tr  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt  were  used  extensively 
on  the  following  tasks 1 

(»)  Movonont  of  infantry  to  and  from  the  days  cutting  face. 

(b)  Protection  of  the  land  clearing  bulldozers. 

(0)  Ready  roaotion  force  (with  one  platoon)  for  inoidento 
ooouring  anywhere  along  ttio  cute, 

(d)  Esoort  of  the  nuoeroue  oonvoys  of  engineor  storos 
and  water  neooeeaiy  for  the  operation. 

(3)  TJee  of  Air  lhe  Hi  3  was  used  extensively  by  Engineer, 
cavaliy  and  Infantry,  oominndsrs  to  ahook  tho  day's. out  and  to 
reconnoitre  tho  aroa  to  be  covered  on  tho  following  day.  As 

the  distance  botwoon  the  outting  f&oe  and  tho  base  comp  inoreased, 
the  Hi 3  was  usod  to  provide  air  oover  for  tho, daily  nov.  forward 
of  tho  hjavy  plant.  ' 

(4)  JkMK 

(a)  lhe  initial  assessment  of  the  oneny  prior  to  the 
operation  was  that  VC  in  up  to  squad  size  oould  be  onoountared. 
In  addition  several  VC  base  oampe  and  ninofiolde  wore 

ro-  ortod  as  boing  in  tho  area  as  a  result  of  Operation 
PIHNAHOO. 

(b)  Contacts,  findings  and  inoidonts  1-18  Apr  68  rr,re 

as  follows t 

(i)  On  3  Apr  at  0150H  PSPB  HERRING  rooeivod  ap  rox- 
imately  20  rounds  of  60om  mortar-  from  a  baso  -  late 
position  in  tho  vioinily  of  IS  490560.  Thoro  was  no 
oasuoltiee  and  no  damage  to  vehicles. 

(ii)  On  7  Apr  68  ono  VC  was  oantaotsd  at  YS  475535, 
resulting  in  ent  AUSTRALIAN  WIA  (not  evacuated). 

(iii)  On  7  Apr  68  and  again  on  11  Apr  68,  tho  land 
oloarlng  build osers  dotonat&d  Ml  6  mines  in  tho  oreok 
bedo  ot  IS  472538  and  IS  463550.  A  total  of  four 
ainos  wore  dotonatod.  She  blast  riiields  fitted  to  the 
bulldosers  -roved  to  be  effeotlve  dnd  no  casual tioe 
resulted  to  Personnel  or  equi  'moot.  lhe  nines  hod 
been  in  position  for  some  timo  prior  to  land 
olearing  operations  oommenolng,  it  a-p,earod. 

(lv)  On  tho  13  Apr  68  a  nail  VC  baso  comp  was 
looatod  in  the  oreek  bask  At  IS  45956O.  Die  camp 
consisted  of  three  bunkers,'  In  the  oaap  was  found 
a  K50  sub  machine  gun  and  several  tine  of  documents. 

Dm  oamp  showed  si^is  of  having  been  hastily 
ev-,ouatod  possibly  due  to  artillery  usod  early  that 
day. 


.../Two  VC 


(v)  Two  VC  OA  win  located  In  the  aroo  iouodiatoly 
SOCTTH  of  TAM  HKXJC  during  tho  period  14  •  16  Apr  66. 
lheso  or*  thought  to  have  ro eul tod  froc  early  oontncts 
during  Operation  PHWAHOO. 

(vl)  In  oddi ti on  eereral  baeo  comps  wore  located  along 
the  line*  of  the  SCOI  THE  and  SCOI  HIT  THIOf.  All 
had  been  previouely  looatM  by  friendly  forooe  and 
offoetivoly  ■  truck  by  air. 

Assessment  of  tho  Operation 

7.  Prom  the  oompony  point  of  view  OPERATION  COOKTOWN  ORCHID  ONE  woe 
considered  to  have  been  vexy  euooeetful  -  especially  ae  the  land  clearing 
oonoept  was  relatively  new  within  1  AIT  at  the  tiae  and  consequently  in  tho 
initial  stages  inf  antsy  procedures  had  to  be  worked  out  from  day  to  day. 

Fhgineer  dolly  targets  were  generally  met  and  on  many  occasions  exceeded. 
The  only  ~>moblems  encountered  by  either  engineers  or  tho  ooorony  were  those 
of  internal  administration.  Oho  need  to  have  sufficient  APCs  to  -rovido 
intimate  support,  esoort  duties  and  as  a  ready  reaction  forte  to  oounter 
'brushflre'  oontoots,  especially  where  the  land  olearlng  o- orations  r.ro 
extensive,  cannot  be  over  emphasised. 


G  E  WILLIAMS 

Mod 

OC  C  Coy  2  RAH 


COs  Commits  I  oonour  with  above. 
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V  Cogr  HNZIR 
2  RAB/faZ(.ANZAC)Bn 
NOT  DAT 

May  68 


32.2 

2  iaj^c(anzac)  b 

are  onr  obbatidhai  akaltsis 
bps:  L8015  Shoot  6430  in  8X 

1.  V  Coy,  2  RAB/Hz (ANZAC). 

2.  MaJ  rn  Wormop,  HNZIR. 

3.  Operation  C00£ZD«f  ORCHID  m. 

4.  3  -  24  Apr  68. 

3.  Outline  of  Cay  Tab  a. 

a.  To  oontiot  intonaty*  patrolling  in  Du  2  UR  IAOR, 

b.  lb  promt  VC  aoraaant  froa  HDA  LONG  to  NOT  DU  Hilla. 

6.  Boouanoo  of  Branta. 

8— lal  Data/Tlao  Location  Emt  RMurks. 


1. 

031730 

Nul  Dot 

o/a  51  Lift  by  TCV 

2. 

031800 

Nul  Dat 

o/a  52,53  and  53A  laft 
by  1CV. 

3. 

031823 

IB  403847 

Loo  ■  tat  o/a  51 

t 

4. 

031930 

is  405848 

1 

N1  aabuah  eatb  by 
c/a  53. 

5. 

031945 

18  411856 

N1  aabuah  aatb  by 
o/a  52. 

v  6. 

031947 

IB  408637 

Nl  aabuah  poan  aatb 
by  o/a  53A. 

7. 

032310 

18  380674 

Loo  of  o/a  51. 

6. 

040640 

IB  406844 

o/a  53  and  53A  in 
day  poan. 

9. 

040717 

IB  414854 

o/a  52  in  day  poan. 

10. 

040735 

.  t 

ffi  380674 

o/a  51  aenro  out  from 
nl  loo  to  ooannoo 
patrolling  foo  thill  a 
Baat  of  Nul  Dinh  feature 

11.  041020 

• 

Auuex  a 

IB  379888 

o/a  51  aatb  aabuah 
poan  tor  day  and  ni 
k/5  Apr. 

12. 

041920 

ys  411656 

c/a  52  In  nl  ambush  posn. 

13. 

041927 

IS  405643 

c/s  53  in  nl  ambush  posn. 

14. 

041928 

YS  404638 

c/s  53A  In  nl  ambush  posn. 

15. 

050640 

Y3  411651 

YS  405644 

c/s  52  In  day  posn. 

c/s  53  and  53A  In  day  posn. 

16. 

051210- 
051 440 

c/s  51  move  from  YS  379668 
to  380661  to  381656  and  eatb 
ambush  posn  for  night  5/6 

Apr. 

17. 

051930- 

052015 

PI  ptls  astb  nl  ambushas  at: 
c/s  52  -  YS  411656 
c/s  53  -  YS  405646 
c/a  53A.  YS  404638 

18. 

052223 

Y3  404638 

c/s  53A  contact  with  10-12  See  Annex  A, 

VC. 

19. 

060710 

TS  414667 

c/s  52  In  day  posn. 

20. 

060715. 

YS  404638 

c/s  53  Joined  up  with  53A. 

21. 

061330 

NUi  Dot 

c/s  53  returned  by  TCV. 

22. 

061727 

YS  404640 

c/a  53A  In  nl  ambush  posn. 

23. 

061730 

Nui  Dot 

c/s  52A  departed  by  TCV. 

24. 

061845 

YS  382647 

c/s  51  In  nl  ambush  posn. 

• 

in 

CM 

061910 

YS  409648 

c/a  52A  In  nl  ambush  posn. 

26. 

061930 

YS  411656 

c/s  52  In  nl  posn. 

27. 

070644- 

070730 

PI  ptls  In  day  posn  at: 
c/s  51  -  YS  381648 
c/s  52  and  52A  -  YS  411651 
c/s  53A  -  YS  405642 

28. 

071855- 

071930 

l 

PI  ptls  astb  nl  ambush  posns 

at 

c/s  51  -  YS  382647 
c/s  52  -  YS  415654 
c/s  52A  —  YS  404647 
c/s  53A  -  YS  406635 

29. 

08061 5- 
080700 

PI  In  day  posn  at: 
c/s  51  -  YS  382647 
c/s  52A,  53A  -  405642. 

30. 

080850- 

081020 

YS  382647 

c/s  51  move  to  YS  377640. 

31. 

080 90C 

::u!  Bat 

c/s  52  returned  on  foot. 

32. 

081837 

Nui  Bat 

c/s  53  departed  by  TCV  for 

A0. 

33. 

081830- 

081945 

PI  ptls  In  nl  ambush  posns  eti 
c/s  51  -  YS  379636 

c/s  52A  -  YS  408649 
c/s  53  -  YS  405646 

c /•  53A  -  YS  405638 

/5 


f 


':c 


34.  090610- 

090706 

Pla  in  day  looa  at: 
c/a  51-73  377639 
e/a  524  -  YS  410650 
o/a  53  and  53A  -  YS  405644. 

35.  091825- 

091940 

PI  ptl  catb  ni  anbuabaa 
ati 

o/a  51  -  YS  379638 
o/a  52A  -  YS  411656 
o/a  53  -  YS  404647 
o/a  53A  -  YS  403639 

36.  100635- 

100800 

*  i 

Pla  in  day  looa  at: 

o/a  52A  -  YS  410650 

o/a  51  and  53A  -  YS  404642 

37.  101220 

Nui  Dct 

e/a  51  returned  by  TCV. 

38.  101830 

mil  Dct 

o/a  52  departed  by  TCV. 

39.  101830- 

101950 

PI  ptla  eatb  ni  ambutbea  ati 
e/a  52  -  YS  411656 
o/a  52A  -  YS  408655 
o/a  53  -  YS  404647 
o/a  53A  f  YS  404638 

40.  110555- 

110645 

Pla  in  day  looa  at: 

o/a  52  and  52A.  -  YS  411651 

o/a  53  and  53A  -  YS  404643 

41.  111912- 

112005 

PI  ptla  in  ni  anfcuah  poana) 
o/a  52  -  YS  415654 
e/a  524  -  YS  407649 
o/a  53  -  YS  404647 
c/a  53A  -  YS  405634 

42.  120620- 
120635 

Pla  in  day  looa: 

o/a  52  and  52A  -  YS  411651 

o/a  53  and  53A  -  73  404643 

43.  121925- 

121940 

FI  ptla  in  ni  anbuah  poana. 
o/a  52  -  73  415654 
o/a  52A  -  YS  407648 
o/a  53  -  73  402645 
o/a  53A  -  YS  401630 

44.  130610- 

130643 

1 

Pla  in  day  looa  at: 
o/a  52  ccd  52A  -  YS  416657 
o/a  53  and  53A  -  73  404643 

45.  131220 

S 

o/a  53  and  53A  returned  to 

Nui  Dot. 

46.  13 

PI  ptla  in  ni  aCbuah  poana 
at: 

o/a  52  -  73  411 656 
o/a  52A  -  73  410648 

47.  131835 

Nui  Dct 

o/a  51  and  51A  deported  by 

TCV  for  AO. 

48.  131  aw 

73  403647 

o/a  51  in  ni  anbuah  poan. 

49.  131925 

73  405637 

o/a  51 A  in  ni  aiiraah  poan. 

50.  131955 

73  412662 

o/a  52  aighted  6  VC  approx  Sty  tin  sdaaion 

600  netrea  from  loo  war 
teat  to  Zaat. 

V  51. 

140635 

TS  405642 

o/a  51  and  51 A  in  day  loc. 

52. 

140645 

78  4166 

e/a  52  and  52A  carried  out 
sweep  of  area  of  bty  fire 
mission.  Negative  ro suits. 

53. 

140726 

78  416657 

c/a  52  end  52A  ....  loc. 

54. 

141211 

Nul  Dat 

c/s  52  returned  by  TCV. 

55. 

141906 

78  404647 

o/a  51  in  ni  ambush  posn. 

56. 

141914 

78  403637 

c/s  51 A  in  ni  anbush  posn. 

57. 

150647 

78  405642 

c/a  51  and  51 A  in  day  loc. 

58. 

151815 

Nul  Dat 

c/s  53  and  53A  departed  by 

TCV. 

59. 

151835- 

Pi  ptls  in  ni  ambush  posna  at 

151952 

c/s  51  -  78  /  Oj£V7 

o/s  51 A  ••  7b  <0463? 
c/s  ^3-78  4i  0656 
c/s  53A  -  73  ;o?552 

60. 

1 6061 9- 
160700 

Pis  in  day  Iocs  at; 

c/s  61  end  5'i  A  ••  70  405642 

c/s  53  w.d  53A  -  73  409649 

61. 

161831- 

PI  ptls  An  ri  nTiiush  posn 3 

161935 

at: 

c/s  51  -  73  404647 

c/s  51A  -  73  401638 
e/s  53  -  7S  1.09655 
o/s  53A  -  13  405649 

62. 

170621- 

170636 

Pis  in  day  Iocs  at: 

c/a  5i  and  51 A  -  73  405642 

c/s  53  and  53A  -  TS  4096*9 

63. 

171220 

Nui  Dat 

o/s  51  and  31 A  return  by  TCV. 

64. 

171826 

Nui  Dat 

o/s  52  and  52A  departed  by  TCV, 

65. 

171921- 

171940 

l 

PI  ptls  in  rJ  "^bush  posns: 

0/3  52  -  73  40165S 
o/s  52A  -  73  407646 
c/s  53-78  405655 
c/s  53A  -  78  405649 

66. 

180610- 

100635 

Pis  in  day  Iocs  at: 

o/s  52  and  52A  -  73  406640 

o/s  53  and  53A  -  78  409649 

67. 

181 920- 
181930 

Pi  ptls  J"  ni  anbuah  posns: 
e/s  52  -  TS  405632 
o/s  52  A  -  73  409645 
c/s  53  -  73  409655 
c/s  53A  -  7S  405649 

68. 

190606- 

190630 

Pis  in  day  Iocs  03  for 
serial  66. 

69. 

191215 

Nul  Dat 

c/s  53  and  53A  return  by  TCV. 

70. 

191824 

Nui  Dat 

c/s  51  end  51 A  oop'arfe  by  TCV 

fbr  AO. 

« 

if 

71.  191910- 

191922 

PI  ptla  estb  nl  asbuah 
poans  at; 

o/a  51  -  IS  408653 

o/a  51A  -  IS  410647 

4  0 /■  52  -  IS  390639 

o/a  52A  -  TS  403643 

72.  200305 

TS  386639 

o/a  52  sighted  6  VC  Tgt  engaged  by  arty, 

moving  NW. 

73.  200617- 

200712 

Pla  In  day  loos  at  o/s  51  and  5lA# 

is  407649 

o/a  52  and  52A  -  IS  392640. 

74.  200645 

t 

73  3863 

o/a  52  carried  out  searoh 
with  negative  results. 

75.  201847- 

201936 

PI  ptla  In  nl  entouah  posnsj 
o/a  51  -  IS  407649 
o/a  51A  -  IS  408645 
o/a  52  p  IS  391638 
o/a  52A  -  IS  403643 

76.  202235 

IS  408645 

o/a  5lAmada  contact  with 
unknown  no  of  VC .  VC  mov 

North  towards  o/a  51. 

77.  202235 

IS  407649 

o/a  51  stood  to. 

78.  202239 

is  407649 

o/a  51  In  oontaot  with  See  Annex  B. 

4  VC  moving  East  to  West, 

79.  211103 

IS  407649 

o/a  51  and  51A  In  day  loo. 

80.  211211 

Nui  Dat 

o/a  52  and  52A  return  by  TCV. 

SI «  211845 

Hui  Dat 

o/a  53  and  53A  deport  by  TCV 
for  AO, 

82.  211845- 

211927 

PI  ptla  in  nl  a  dm  ah  posna 
ati 

o/a  51  -  IS  403647 
o/a  51 A  -  IS  410647 
o/a  53  -  IS  406637 
o/a  53A  -  IS  401635 

83.  220603- 

220640 

» 

Pla  in  day  loos  at: 
o/a  51  and  51A  -  IS  407649 
c/a  53  and  53A  -  IS  405641 

84.  221808- 
221910 

PI  ptla  eatb  nl  arfouahea  at: 
o/a  51  -  IS  403647 
o/a  51 A  -  IS  409645 
o/a  53  -  IS  390639 

0/0  53A  -  IS  404638 

85.  230606- 

230640 

1 

Pla  in  day  loos  at; 

o/a  51  and  51A  -  IS  407649 

o/a  53  and  53A  -  IS  394639 

86.  230800 

Ordera  raoeived  for  all 
oallaigna  to  return  to  base. 

87.  230910 

o/s  51  returned  to  base. 

88.  231001 

o/a  53  returned  to  base. 

89.  231835 

o/a  52  and  52A  moved  to  AO, 

7 


Assessment  of  Operations 


a.  Summary  of  Results:  VC  KIA  (BC)  -  10 

Weapons  Captured:  Rifle  Garand  -  1 

Ml  Carbine  -  1 

RPG2  -  1 

Thomson  SMG  -  1 

PPS  (Chicom  SMG)  -  3 


b.  This  operation  probably  did  much  to  upset  the  morale  and 
fighting  efficiency  of  tho  Hoa  Long  Guerillas  and  the  Chau  Duo 
District  Coy. 

BTA  Worenop 

Major  Officer  Commanding 
V  Coy 

8,  CO' a  Comments.  Ae  shown  by  the  results  of  thir:  operation  and 

Op  FORREST,  sustained  ambushes  in  areas  of  genoral  VC  mover. on  t  will  always 
pay  off.  A  company  used  this  way  enables  a  more  detailed  appreciation  of 
the  pattern  of  enemy  movement  to  bo  made,  A  company  allotted  a  task  around 
any  village  in  tho  pro  vino  o  can  obtain  similar  results.  Tho  /-Teat  requirement 
for  caads  in  thi3  typo  of  operation  is  patience. 


/ 


ft 


l 
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Annex  A  to  V  Coy  32.2 
of  J  May  68. 

CONTACT  Arm  ACTION  REPORT 

1.  Operation  COOKTOW  ORCHID  in. 

2.  Report  by  579613  Sgt  THnwOFTH  JR. 

3.  6  Platoon,  V  Coy,  2  RAR/tfZ  (ANZAC)  Bn. 

4.  Strength  of  Patrol  In  Contaet:  14, 

5.  Date  of  aotion,  2230  hrs  5  April.  Duration  10  .minute a. 

6.  Looatlont  IS  101636. 

7.  Patrol  Teaks  Ambushing. 

8.  DeeozlptLon  of  eotLoni  A  party  of  10-12  VC  walked  into  ambuah  from  rubber 
to  the  South.  Ambuah  waa  triggered  by  sentxy. 

9.  Deacrlption  of  terrain:  Low  aoattered  aoxub  on  edge  of  rubber,  visibility 
about  100  aetraa. 

10.  Dlatanoe  to  enemy  whan  flrat  sighted:  3  metres. 

11.  Which  soldier  first  saw  aneay:  Sentry. 

12.  What  waa  soldier  doing:  S«try  dkity. 

13.  What  oauaed  enemy  to  be  notloed:  Noise  of  movement. 

14.  VC  strength  and  type:  10  -  12,  Looal  Foroo,  dress  assortod  black,  green 
and  bids. 

15.  Who  fired  first:  Ambush  party,  range  2  netres, 

16.  What  eeotion  weapons  fired:  Claymaires,  M79,  M60. 

17.  What  waa  enemy's  lane  diet  a  reaction:  Drop  dead, 

18.  What  waa  the  sect  lone  lanedlate  reaotlon.  Stand  to. 

19.  Enemy  oeaualties:  6  VC  KIA  (BC). 

20.  Cauasd  by:  Claymore. 

21.  Friendly  oeaualties ;  HU.  . 

22.  Approx  ammo  expenditure:  7  Claymores,  22  rds  40nm  1179,  2)0  rds  7.62mm  mixed 
link. 

23.  Docuawts/Veapons  captured:  1  Gerund  Ml,  1  RPG  2,  1  Thompson  SMG,  3  H^(Chio 

24.  Other  points:  Eassy  never  returned  fire.  Sure  were  no  blood  trails,  but 
footprints  of  fast  moving  VC  were  found  next  morning,  to  the  South  of  the 
aabtuh. 


ft  »'•  i  e.v 
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CONTACT  /TIER  /CHON  REPORT 


Arui'.x  n  t»  V  Coy  i'.'.i 
of  )  May  66. 


1.  Operet ion  COOKTOW  ORCHID  m. 

2.  Report  by  39042  Lt  Herat  11  AG. 

3.  4  Platoon,  V  Coy,  2  RAR/ftz(ANZAC  )Dn, 

4.  Strength  of  Patrol  In  oontaot:  15. 

5.  Date  of  action;  2239  hrs  20  Apr  66.  Duration:  2  hours  including  sreoi  . 

6.  Loo «t ion;  IS  407649. 

7.  Patrol  Task:  Ambush. 

8.  Dtaoriptlon  of  action:  My  patrol  wqs  alortod  by  the  firing  from  $1A  3 
position  and  I  stood  the  patrol  to.  My  attention  was  drawn,  by  the  .sentry, 
the  movement  pf  4  persons.  They  were  moving  Rest  to  V/ost.  I  ordered  a 
handheld  flare  to  be  fired  and  when  this  was  done  the  enemy  were  clearly 

seen.  The  patrol  engaged  with  M60,  Id  6  and  olaymores.  All  the  enemy  foil 
to  the  ground  nd  after  an  interval  of  suppressive  fire  1  led  out  a  sear  ’■ 
party.  All  bodies  ond  equipment  were  recovered  during  that  search.  Next 
morning  I  again  searched  the  area  but  found  nothing.nore. 

9.  Description  of  terrain:  Clear  robber  with  a  section  of  bush  to  the  South. 

10.  Distance  to  enemy  when  first  sigitedf  100  metres. 

11.  \Vhi<h  soldier  flrat  saw  enemy:  Sentry. 

12.  Tibet  was  soldier  doing:  Sentxy  duty. 

13.  Tibet  caused  enemy  to  be  notioed;  Movement  against  a  flare. 

14.  VC  strength  and  type:  4  Local  Forco,  dressed  in  black. 

13.  ’-That  section  weapons  fired;  All, 

16.  Tibet  was  enemy's  immediate  reaction:  Fell  at  first  ongBfpnenfc . 

17.  That  waa  the  aeotiona  immediate  reaction:  Opon  fire  os  target  was  idorrtifie 

18.  Enemy  casualties:  4  KLA  (DC)  (1  male,  3  fonude). 

19.  Caused  by:  All  weapons, 

20.  Friendly  oasualties:  Nil. 

21.  Docunents/77eapons  captured;  1  XI  carbine,  5  instantaneous  fUse  grenades, 

miscellaneous  documents,  1  pack. 
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mvbz(Amc)Zb, 

Vul  Dat 
24  Apr  68 


60.1$ 

2Hu0rz(Amc)ai.  (12) 

Info  1 

1  RMZXR 


SOB  WIT  t  V  Oogr 
OQMIUHXER  .  Maj  P.G.Hotop  BSZIR 
QPKRAXIOV  1  OOOKPOTW  ORCHID  I 
DORATI Of  l  17  .  22  Apt  68 


1. 


'j  j'.d 


17000GB  Roll  :f  of  C  Ooy  by  W  Coy  n  nun  nod.  In  loo  at  SPB  GLORIA  «m  o 

o/o  73  and  an  advanoa  party  ball- lif  tad  ooablnad  US/iOST  Land  Roaring 

to  IBP  GLORIA. (TS471 541 )  c/a  73  na  Taaa,  3  0»*at  kp  taana,  a 

daplcyad  to  ralian  a  pi  of  C  Coy  aho  aaot  of  Mortara  and  a  tp  of 

war*  In  aabudh  at  tha  and  of  tha  day*  out.  AFCa. 

Baaalnad  in  aahnSi  ovasiight. 

18O720H  Tha  raaaindar  of  tha  ooy  ooaaanoad  flyout  Long  tlaa  of  ohangaonr  dua  to 
froa  HAGUE  MM  in  a  Chinook,  e/a  71  tha  failuza  of  tha  hydraalio 
daopatdhad  on  arrival  to  pro  tact  aova  out  ays  ton  on  tha  haliooptar.  A 
of  Land  GLaarinf  Boon.  Ballaf  not  ooaplata  raliaf  a/o  «aa  oallad  in  to 
until  1030  hra.  ooaplata  tha  lift. 

e/a  73  pnovidad  pro  taction  for  Land  Olaar- 
ing  Taaa.  o/m  71  ooaaanoad  patrolling 
froa  TS465566  to  olaar  tha  area  for  tha 
folloaing  daya  out. 

l 

A  hulldoaar  unoorarad  a  I55»a  blind  at  Blind  daatreyad  by  angra. 

TS476570. 

v  16112GB  4  aingla  ahota  haard  fron  vioinily  of  Than  oould  ban  boon  AEVN 

TS476570.  patrola. 

181315H  A  US  angr  injurad  ah  an  ha  fall  aoroaa  a 
doaar  blada.  Bvaouatad  on  a  aaintdan 
halloopta.-. 

161602B  lUrthar  8A  Aota  froa  tha  vicinity  of  Problably  VC  lasting  Biota. 

18465565- 


18063CB 


18090CB 


18173GB  Land  Glaazliig  Than  ratustad  to  SB  GLORIA  Priaaaqr  out  oonplatad  to 

with  e/a  73.  c/a  71  aovtd  into  aa  aabuah  734695$).  Wlndroting  oo^latad 
poan  at  T8469567.  ■  to  18465565. 


18174GB  c/a  71  raportad  4  burata  of  8A  fira  froa  Tha  LO  at  DAT  BO  oooflsMd 

tha  area  of  18474571  •  than  lara  no  friendly  patrola 

in  that  ana. 

**  ■  /  1907308 . 


Comment 


1907KB 


19101 5H 


191730H 

191984H 
1921 53K 


200730E 

20001 SB 
200935H 

200955H 

201040B 


c/a  72,  leal  Clearing  Tmus  and  *  Mot  of 
APOa  moved  out  to  ooaaenc*  a  now  out  to 
th*  8W  batman  th*  Nul  Boa  Suing  hllla 
and  tba  Wui  Han  2a  hllla,  Windrowing 
oontinuad  on  tha  lortham  out  toward* 
CAM  raJOO  until  1130  hr*. 


A  preliminary  bomba td nan t  along 
propoaad  cut  waa  oonduoted  by 
Ooy  10  from  a  haliooptar. 


c/a  72  looatad  a  oaop  complex  oonalatlng  Si*  following  iteoa  war*  found 
of  8  bunkasa  with  intar  ooonaoting  tranche*,  in  tha  area  of  the  oampi 


Sha  bunker*  war*  partially  oollapaad  a* 
th*  area  had  baan  hit  by  a  B52  atrlk*. 
3h*  oaap  had  baan  aaoatad  for  about  one 
month.  A  calendar  wo*  looatad  with  day* 
oroaaad  of f  up  to  3  Mar  63. 


c/a  73  and  Lend  Clearing  Team  returned 
to  b*M.  c/a  72  mowed  to  an  ambush  poan 
at  W459540. 


150  lb. polished  riot 
A  Medical  Kit  containing  empty 
bottle*,  3  anti  toxin  ampule*, 
ootton  wool  and  two  hypodermic 
needlaa. 

Soma  doouneata. 

A  damaged  loud  apaakar. 

17  z  Ml6  min*  inltiatora 

4  x  M79  oasea. 

5  x  115  awitchea 

3  Bangalore  Torpedoaa(LP)  3  ft 
long  x  2"  Dia, 

1  Weapon 
5  CHJe 

1  x  75mm  airoxaft  rookat(blind) 
7.62  ammo  of  different  type* 

16  Thompson  mags 
20  Browning  mags 

1  Circular  'Chicom'  magaaine 

2  x  M2  6  gronadea 

2  US  pineapple  granadea 
1  VO  grenade 

Pilot  out  oomplatad  to 
18455546.  Windrowing  only  juBt 
ooooanoad  in  the  area. 


c/a  72  reported  SA  fir*  from  th*  area  of 
TB402519- 


o/a  73  (SPB  GLORIA)  reported  two  strong 
spot  lighta  and  an  axploaion  from  the 
area  of  18402519,  Lights  remained  on  for 
2  min*. 


Initial  olaaxano*  given  by 
Sector  to  engage  with  Arty  but 
waa  later  oanoelled  as  ARVN 
patrols  were  oloa*  to  the  area. 
Seotor  oould  not  determine  if 
AHW  had  used  lights  or  hoard 
1h*  axploaion. 


V*  73*  hand  Clearing  Seam  and  APCs 
■owed  out  to  ocenanoa  ops.  o/a  72 

protaotad  land  olaaring  ops. 

»  • 

o/a  73  looatad  a  blind  75mm  ao  rookat  at  Blind  waa  daatroywd  by  angra. 
18456545. 


o/a  73  looatad  an  old  VC  oaap  at  IS455540 
which  had  previously  baan  Aaatroyad  by 
friendly  foroaa. 

At  18454539  c/a  73  looatad  and  destroyed 
4  CTOs. 

Cements  of  Land  Clearinf  Team  and  APCs  She  oaap  had  baan  waoatad  in 
doing  tha  pilot  out  looatad  a  VC  oaap  th*  previous  24  bra.  Problably 
ooaplax  at  IS454540.  Share  war*  20  bunkers  affar  th*  pralimlnaiy  bomb* 
with  a  tunnel  oomplax.  bardaant  tha  pravious  day. 

Air**  in  th*  area..  ... 


^V*ir 

20104CB 

oontd 

201200H 

20132® 

201402H 

201705H 

201725H 

V 

20173® 

21074® 

21120GB 

211355H 

21143® 


Brant 


Urea  la  the  art*  war*  atlll  «ui.  A  qty  The  oasp  «u  destroyed  by  the 
of  ammo  (30  oal  abort  and  lone)  was  also  dossrs. 
found  hidden  in  the  oamp. 

a/a  73  looated  a  gran  at  78457540  approx 
4  oontha  old. 


o/a  73  looated  freah  txeoka  at  78455538 
for  2-3  people.  Tracks  were  followed  in 
a  North  Easterly  direotion  but  were  lost 
on  hard  ground.  Traoka  were  About  24  hra 
old. 

At  78457533  o/a  73  looated  a  number  of  One  unit  deapatohed  by  heli 
CS  bomb  oannlater  unite  which  had  not  to  1  ATT  for  identi float '.on 
exploded.  purposes. 


A  bulldoaer  unoorared  an  ammo  oaohe 
oontalnlng  approx  3.000  rounds  of  7.62 
ammo  (abort)  and  12  lb  of  plaatie 
explosive  of  local  manufacture, 


At  78452538  c/a  73  looated  a  bomb  orater 
which  was  full  of  water  and  flah.  A  fish 
trap  waa  dug  into  the  side  of  the  orater 
and  Ihere  was  also  a  bunker  on  the 


Explosive  waa  later  tested  by 
the  engxo.  Considered  to  be 
twloe  aa  powerful  as  C4  and 
aaioh  more  malleable.  Ammo  and 
explosives  returned  to  bn  for 
checking. 

Explosives  were  later  used  to 
kill  the  fish  and  destroy  the 
trap.  There  were  over  4.000 
small  fish  found  dead  in  the 
pool  when  inspected  the  follow1.!./’ 


perimeter  of  the  hole.  Traoka  2-6  hra 
old  were  also  found  in  the  area  moving  in  day 
a  Northerly  direotion. 


Land  Clearing  Team  and  o/a  72  returned  to  Pilot  out  oompleted  to 
base,  o/a  73  saved  to  an  ambuah  poan  at  78454542.  Windrowing  completed 
78453539.  to  78456545. 


o/a  71  and  land  olearing  team  moved  out 
to  oontinua  land  olearing.  o/a  73  moved 
from  ambuah  position  to  protaot  land 
olaaring  opa. 


At  YS459540  e/a  73  looated  a  pi  aiae  VC 
oamp  consisting  of  8  bunkers  with  comm¬ 
unication  trenches.  Some  of  the  comm¬ 
unication  trenches  had  oho.  The  eamp  had 
bean  vaoated  for  about  one  week, 

ELevatad  fire  places  had  been  built 
inelde  the  bunkers. 


Camp  destroyed.  Bound  in  the 

oaap  were  1 

1  x  Ml  6  sine  and  initiator 
Documents  (one  dated  12-4-68) 

Uaqr 


At  78454542  a  doaer  uncovered  a  box 
oontalnlng  approx  200  ids  of  Ml  ammo 
(both  rimmed  and  rimless)  and  two  sub 
machine  gun  magasinea, 

At  78456532  o/%  71  found  »  wall  used 
track  running  North  to  South,  There  were 
Come  signs  of  reoent  use.  The  track  was 
followed  to  YS456528  where  two  old 
bunkers  were  looated.  In  the  area  of  tha 
bunker*  were  Ho  Chi  Mlnh  sandal  Mirks 
2-3  days  old. 


9$ 


/211435H . 


Comment 


211435H 

211449H 

21164CE 

21174CH 

21174GB 
21201 CB 
22O730B 

22101 OH 

221030H 

221415H 

2215206 


At  18459941  «/■  73  looated  a  further 
oftnp  oon ial>“ng  of  9  bunkera  vhloh  hftd 
b«*n  rs-oooupied  In  tha  lft at  2  woeka, 

2  Mi  6  alnaa  vara  found  on  tha  pari  mater 
Of  tha  oftop  -  only  ona  being  fused,  tha 
aeoond  was  in  tha  grognd  but  thara  waa 
no  Initiator.  Aiao  found  M  100  ft  of 
grwen  alaotrio  Oftbla. 

25  yards  further  wait  waa  a  further 
oooplax  of  seven  bunkara  in  good  con¬ 
dition  but  these  had  not  bean  uaad  for 
approx  6  non  tha. 


Thara  ware  no  ooemuniofttion 
tranohaa.  Both  oomplaxea  were 
da  a  trey  ad  tha  following  day. 
These  oampa  had  not  pravloualy 
bean  visited  by  friendly  forces. 


At  BPB  GLORIA  sen trial  pro  tao  ting  an  OP  provided  good  oban  over 

Bagr  Bda  haliooptar  reported  hearing  GLORIA, 
noiaal  of  oov  in  tha  an  rub  to  their  EAST, 

Shortky  afterwards  a  parson  In  blaok 
was  sawn  ducking  book  into  tha  aorub. 

The  area  waa  engaged  with  SA  and  a  awaep 
followed.  Only  a  peooble  OP  waa  found. 

At  18445532  o/a  71  found  tha  remains  of  VC  had  removed  tha  explosive 
CfiJe  which  had  been  diaoantl<  i.  content. 


At  18543539  a  doaer  unoovared  a  green  tin  Back  contained  i 
containing  an  AEVM  type  pack.  2  plan  i a  of  material 

1  DdLajy 

1  Pkt  oxyatals 
1  Pkt  white  powder 
39  pages  of  figs( typed) 

1  plaatio  bag  containing 
documents 

1  spring  book  folder  containing 
2  ax  books  &  dooumanta 
1  soap  dish  containing  aad  sups 
Pack  back  loaded  to  Ita  HQ. 

o/a  73  and  Land  (Hearing  Team  returned 
to  base,  o/s  71  in  ambush  at  18450533. 


A  series  of  explosions  and  bursts  of  fire 
heard  in  the  violnity  tt  IS479519. 


o/a  72  and  Land  (Hearing  Team  left  base 
oftap.  e/s  71  moved  to  area  . of  windrowing 
to  proteot  Land  (Hearing  Team. 

At  18448527  c/s  72  looated  a  number  of 
Hgia  nailed  to  trees.  These  were  later 
trenalated  as  VC  propaganda  signs. 

o/a  73  and  a  party  of  engineer!  departed 
the  base  to  destroy  the  two  remaining 
oampa  looated  the  previous  day,  Ota 
advance  party  of  1AHJ  also  trrivad. 


An  engr  received  slight  shrapnel  wounds 
to  hia  right  lose  and  hands  when  a  OBJ 
detonated  as  it  was  being  dismantled. 
Soldier  was  evacuated  by  helioopter. 


She  COD  was  dieoovwxed  inside 
the  bate  area.  Only  the 
detonator  eeotion  exploded 
after  it  had  bean  removed. 


1  ABJ  arrived  at  GLORIA  and  relief  Buie  to  the  break  doen  of  two 

oommnaoed.  One  platoon  ABO  was  deepatoM  APOs  the  eoy  did  not  arrive 
to  relieve  o/s  71  on  protection  duties,  book  in  Bui  Oat  until  I930hrs 
o/s  71  *  72  returned  to  GLORIA  on  APOs. 
i/a  73.  less  on#  aeot  returned  to  Hui  Bat 
by  helioopter.  The  remainder  returned  to  . 


Hui  Bat  on  APOs 


2.4 


/ASSESSMENT  OF  OPERATION,.., 


2. 


Assessment  of  Operation 


a.  The  Land  Cloaring  Tocun  aro  to  bo  commended  for  thoir  fine 
offort,  Tho  oonditiono  under  which  thoy  work  oro  atrooioua  and 
in  ordor  to  koop  thoir  vohiolos  on  tho  road  somo  of  than  have  to 

^  work  from  dawn  to  dusk. 

b.  Although  tho  oporation  might  be  extensive,  when  tho  task  io 
complotod  tho  oroa  will  no  longer  bo  suitablo  no  a  VC  bane.  Even 
if  not  complotod,  tho  work  dono  so  far  will  make  it  much  liardcr  for 
tho  VC  to  hide  thoir  movements  and  roaction  by  friendly  forces  will 
bo  oosior. 

c.  Somo  difficulty  was  cxporioncod  in  tho  CP  when  moro  than  ono 
not  woo  operating  at  tho  same  time.  Tho  ongr  roar  link,  108  Uty 
not,  Coy  internal  and  bn  air  not  wore  all  within  or.e  or  two  m/o 

of  each  other.  Consequently  thoro  was  sorious  ir<torfercnco  on  all 
nots. 

d.  Judging  by  tho  number  of  new  camps  found  during  the  land 
clearing  ops  many  oamps  must  have  boen  missed  during  Op  FIHNAROC . 

In  a  search  and  destroy  op  moro  timo  must  bo  allowed  for  detailed 
searches  -  if  nooossory  grid  square  by  grid  square. 

3.  Rooomaondations 

a.  Land  clearing  ops  should  be  extondod  to  include  thu  'Light' 
and  'Long  Croons'. 

b.  Moro  tune  must  bo  allowed  battalions  when  they  arc  given  a 
soaroh  and  destroy  task  if  thoy  arc  to  cover  tho  oroa  completely. 

c.  The  proaont  allocation  of  froquoncios  should  bo  ro-oxaminod 
so  as  to  allow  a  biggor  gap  botwoon  frequencies  usod  within  tho 
same  unit. 


PG  Hotop 
Maj 

OC  V  Coy 

4.  CP's  Comments.  I  ooncur  with  OC's  comments  on  timings.  Although 

not  a  part  of  PINHASQO,  tho  oamps  oto  found  wore  obviously  missed  by  tho 
oomponios  during  that  oporation. 


60.15 


W  Coy 

2RAR/NZ( ANZAC)  Bn. 
14  Apr  68 


2RAR/NZ  (ANZAC)  Bn.  (12) 


Infos 

0  Sqn  1  Arad  Regt 
A  8qn  3  Oav  Regt 
1  RNZIR 


80B  UNIT  t  W  Coy 
COMMANDER  s  Mad  P.G.Hotop  RNZIR 
OPERATION  t  COOKTOWN  ORCHID  IV 
DURATION  t  4-9  Apr  68 

1.  flBTO, 

a.  W  Ooy  was  under  comd  C  Sqn  1  Armd  Regt  for  this  operation 
and  the  full  Operation  Analysis  will  be  submitted  by  C  Bqn. 
Full  details  of  the  op  are  not  included  in  this  report. 

b.  Due  to  operational  committments  it  has  not  been  possible 
for  the  OC  W  Coy  and  the  OC  C  8qn  to  get  together  to  dl  souqs 
this  operation.  This  report  covers  only  the  Infantry  aspects 
and  is  submitted  .to  assist  in  the  compilation  of  the  final 
report. 


pate/Time  Wwswt  Comment 

04070GB  V  Coy  mounted  on  APCs  from  3  Tp 
A  8 an  3  Cav  Regt  moved  to  FSFB 
HERRING  (YS492553).  The  morning 
was  spent  establishing  a  night 
harbour  outside  the  perimeter 
of  the  FSPB  on  the  North  Eastern 
v  oorner. 

041300-  All  officers  and  senior  NCOs*  A  very  necessary  period 
0417OGH  attended  a  series  of  leotures  by  of  instruction, 
the  OC  C  8qn  on  the  org, 
characteristics,  employment  and 
ooomunlcations  of  the  armd  sqn. 

The  remainder  of  the  Coy  spent 
the  afternoon  with  the  tanks  on 
familiarisation  and  mov  through 
open  and  olose  country. 

041945-  Familiarisation  and  praotlce  in 
042045R  the  uno  of  Infra  red  and  White 
light  eqpt  on  the  tanks. 

0508 00-  W  Coy  moved  in  APCs  to  a  live 

05103®  firing  area  where  the  OC  C  Sqn 
demonstrated  the  methods  of 
Inf/Tk  tgt  indication.  Most 
officers  and  NCOs  engaged  tgts 
using  all  natures  of  ammo. 


! 

Annex  e 

2r 


/05133®.... 


Data /H.  me  Event 


051330H 


06073QH 


06i0i5H 


061515H 


061525H 


061537H 


The  armd  eqn/inf  coy/AFO  gp  This  move  served  as  a 
moved  to  a  new  base  at  YS499544*  'shakedown'  to  test  commr 

and  practise  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  an  inf/tk/APC 
night  har.  No  problems 
were  encountered. 

Op  C00KTOWN  ORCHID  IV  commenced.  No  mines  were  hit  when 

1  Tp  C  Sqn  with  1  PI  W  Boy  tanks  c tossed  the  North- 

mounted  in  APCs  moved  to  their  em  gap.  Approx  7  -  12 
SL  at  the  minefield  at  Y8509555.  mines  were  detonated  in 

2  Tp  0  flqn  with  2  PI  mounted  in  the  Southern  gap. 

APCs  moved  to  their  SL  at  Beoause  of  the  mine 

Y8 517543.  The  mlnefenoe  In  both  threat  Inf  remained 
areas  was  breeched  using  cannls**  mounted  In  APOs  and 
ter.  Sqn  HQ,  Coy  HQ,  SHQ  Tp  and  followed  the  tanks. 

3  PI  followed  on  the  Northern  Preliminary  bombardment 

axis.  was  fired  as  tanks 

orossed  the  minefield. 
There  were  signs  of 
many  old  pits  on  both 
axis 


1  Tp  C  Sqn  located  a  camp  at 
Y8525567  consisting  of  two 
bunkers  and  a  weapon  pit.  Some 
olothing,  fish  and  rice  was 
destroyed  and  ashes  In  the  fire 
were  still  warm.  A  set  of  black 
pyjamas,  seme  documents  and  two 
ex  books  were  also  looated  when 
the  camp  was  searched  by  1  PI. 

6  mine  signs  were  also  located 
In  the  camp. 

During  a  clearing  patrol  round 
a  har  estb  at  Y8526559  for  SHQ 
and  SHQ  Tp  a  possible  oamp 
complex  was  located  60  metres 
North  of  the  base.  3  PI  and  SHQ 
Tp  moved  into  the  area  to 
Investigate.  3  FI  dismounted 
and  located  a  camp  for  approx 
50.  Thei*e  vers  4  large  bunkers, 
3-4  small  bunkers  and  several 

2  man  slit  tronchos  as  well  as 
cooking  areas.  3  ammo  boxes  were 
found  burled  In  the  bottom  of 

a  2  man  silt  trench.  These 
contained  7.62mm  rimless  and 
rimmed  ammo,  3  BAR  mags,  2  rain 
ooats  and  one  surgioal  mask. 

1  Tp  and  1  PI  located  a  camp  at 
YS535567.  The  camp  had  not 
been  ueed  for  a  long  time.  The 
one  remaining  bunker  In  good 
condition  was  destroyed  by  the 
engineers. 

At  YS5295&  2  Tp  hit  an  HI  6 
mine,  negligible  damage. 


/06l63GB.... 


Date /Time  fiymfc 


Comment 


06163CH 


061537* 

071015H 

07110CB 


071500H 


At  Y8532564  the  APCs  with  1  Yp  The  tk  was  not  badly 

received  BA  auto  fire*  The  fire  damaged  and  was  towed 

was  returned  by  tanks  and  AFCa*  back  to  the  base*  It 

There  were  a  series  of  explosions  was  mobile  again  the 

near  the  APCs  and  tanks  and  one  following  day*  Hie 

AFC  crew  member  was  slightly  damage  had  been  caused 

wounded*  During  a  sweep  back  by  a  0.5  in  round*  Some 

through  the  area  of  contact  by  of  the  explosions  may 

1  Tp,  the  reserve  fuel  tanks  of  have  been  mines  but  there 

one  of  the  tks  was  hit  and  were  some  unexplainable 

caught  fire.  One  VC  dressed  in  explosions  in  front  of 

blaok  was  seen  crossing  the  and  behind  tks  and  APCs 

track  in  front  of  the  tks*  which  could  have  been 

During  the  extraction  of  the  RPOs 

wounded  APCs  they  were  again 

engaged  by  SA  fire  and  there 

were  two  explosions  behind  the 

APCs  as  they  moved  out*  As  the 

APCs  entered  the  har  area  at 

YS 526559  there  were  a  further 

four  single  shots  from  just 

outside  the  perimeter  of  the 

base. 

Night  har  estb  at  Y8526559* 

1  PI  found  two  ammo  bfcxes  oon-  Documents  were  returned 
tainlng  documents  on  the  South-  to  ZRAiV^Z. 
ern  perimeter  of  the  base  oamp. 

1  Tp  and  1  PI  remained  to  Because  of  the  mine  three  t 

protect  the  base.  2  Tp  and  SHQ  the  two  tk  tps  led 
Tp  with  2  and  3  Pis  mounted  in  forming  a  hollow  square 
APCs  commenced  a  sweep  towards  and  the  inf  mounted  in 
the  known  en  camps  at  Y8534566  APCs  moved  behind  the  tks. 
and  Y8531568.  Hie  following  When  a  camp  was  located 
camps  were  searched  during  the  the  inf  dismounted  after 
dayi  passing  through  the  oamp. 

a*  At  YS532566  a  camp  contain-  The  oolm  was  controlled 
ing  5  bunkers  and  4  fire  trench-  by  the  OC  C  Sqp  who 
es  with  sleeping  bays  was  travelled  in  a  helicopter, 

located.  3  Ml 6  mine  initiators* 

5  CBUs  and  some  old  clothing 
were  found  in  the  area, 
b.  At  YS534569  there  was  a 
further  old  camp  containing  1 
large  bunker  12 'x  10'*  4  2  man 
bunkers,  2  further  bunkers 
with  connecting  crawl  trench 
and  2x2  man  fire  trenches* 

The  camp  had  not  been  used  for 
many  months  and  was  3-5  years 
oid. 

o*  A  number  of  fire  trenches 
were  observed  throughout  the 
area*  None  of  these  had  been 
used  for  at  least  two  year$. 

1  PI  searched  the  oamp  at 
YS525560(just  Notth  of  the  base 
area)  and  located  one  M16  mine 
and  a  box  containing  black 
trousers,  a  gas  mask, 2  pleoes 
of  plastlo,a  note  book  and 
lubber  thongs  for  Ho  Chi  Minh 

sandals.  /07l645H(  approx) . 


3mte/Tlme  trmt  Or—n*. 

071645H  (Approx)  At  YS530565  one  of  the  tka  detonated 
a  further  Ml 6  mine. 


061115H 


09060GB 


09110QB 


2  Tp  and  2  FI  remained  to  protect  the  Method  of  mov  vaa  the  same 
haae.  1  Tp,  SHQ  Tp,  1  and  3  FI  oonsnenood  aa  previous  day. 
a  reooe  in  foroe  to  the  HE  of  the  base. 

The  following  oemps  were  looatedi 
>a«  13535565  -  3  bunkers  not  in  use* 
b.  TS538567  -  4  bunkers,  4  trenohod  at 
least  5  years  old.  Not  used  for  6  months, 
o*  YS546r71  -  3  to  4  weapon  pits  with  ¬ 
out  oho.  Very  old. 

d.  YS545567  -  ohecked  two  round  holes 
and  one  oblong  hola.  Appeared  to  bo  old 
graves  whioh  had  boon  dug  up  in  the  last 
month. 

e.  YS547560  -  3  bunkers  and  a  large  CP 
destroyed  by  airstrike.  Some  old  oloth- 
lng  and  ahsota  of  plastic  wore  found  in 
the  area.  Thera  were  signs  of  a  large 
force  having  moved  throu^i  the  area 
from  E  to  W  in  the  last  3-4  months. 

f.  YS538565  -  Sovo:~al  old  wpn  pita  - 
4  yrs  old  but  not  ured  for  at  least  6 
months. 

g.  YS536563  -  5  elit  trenohes  partially 
filled  in. 

h.  YS531557  -  3  bunkers  and  a  oooking 
area  4  to  6  months  old.  Fresh  tracks 
far  3  people  heading  SE  and  than  SN 
found  on  a  track  near  the  camp. 

j.  YS529556  -  2  destroyed  bunkers, 
tunnel  entrances  and  2  wpn  pits.  Good 
OP  over  paddy  to  the  Sff.  A  eet  of  fresh 
tracks  heading  North. 


1  and  2  Tp  with  2  and  3  PI  movod  to 
abeak  area  to  the  SE  of  base.  1  Tp 
moved  on  separate  axis  to  YS 5 52 56 2. 

The  remainder  moved  in  the  direct  ion  of 
YS553567*  Fbo  following  oemps  were 
looatedi 

a.  YS 5 37 56l  -  6  hunkers  and  a  oooking 
area.  Some  blothlng,  plastiv  bags, 
empty  drug  bottles  and  2  containers 
for  RPO  2  &  7  ohargoB. 

b.  TS548966  -  There  were  signs  of 
a  further  very  old  oamp. 


Markings  on  one  oontainor 
(green)  were: 
P0-7P-OTL-38 
3-66-CCP 
12-66-2 


C3  gas  was  noticed  at  YS546566.  As  one  3  PI  looatsd  a  drum  of  CS  gas 

of  the  APCs  threw  a  track  and  required  to  the  North  of  the  oolm. 

assistance  1  Tp  was  recalled  from  tho 

SOUTHERN  axis  as  the  fitters  veh  was  with 

them.  2  and  3  H.  dismounted  and  oontlnued 

on  ft>ot  to  the  East  and  SE. 


091H5H  At  YS 549566  3  PI  found  signs  of  poople  VO  oould  have  been  farming 
fishing  In  a  bomb  orator  within  the  these  fish, 
lost  24  hrs.  There  were  still  many  fish, 
in  the  pool.  At  YS550566  a  further  drum 
of  CS  gas  was  looated. 

091142H  .  2  PI  looated  one  bunkor  and  three  trenohes 

*  at  YS 546  564*  It  had  not  bean  used  for 

some  years. 


/091200H... • 


mm 


^U 


Event  Comment 

At  YS553568  3  PI  found  foot  prints  less 
than  24  hrs  old.  Poxs  vas  moving  North 
on  a  track. 

Sqp/Coy  Op  oomaonood  move  back  to  tho 
Borsoahoo  and  Nui  Pat.  W  Coy1 0  return 
vas  delay od  wiion  ono  of  tho  APCs  lost 
its  roar  idler. 


3.  ASSESSMENT  OP  THE  OPERATION 

a*  The  presenoo  of  minos  in  tho  area  diotatod  that  tho  infantry  had  to 
remain  mounted,  lhe  op  would  have  caused  casualties  had  it  been  done  by 
infantry  alone. 

b.  The  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  tks  was  suprielng  and  a  few  hours  of 
daylight  must  be  allowed  oaoh  day  for  maintenance. 

o.  In  relatively  olose  country  the  APCb  could  move  faster  than  the  tanks. 

Soma  difficulty  was  experienced  by  the  APCs  when  travelling  in  the  paths 
flattened  by  the  tanks. 

d.  A  Tp  of  APCs  may  be  able  to  lift  a  Coy  of  inf  when  they  are  not  carrying 
their  full  eqpt.  Even  though  sects  ware  reduood  from  10  to  6  men  it  was 
impossible  to  fit  everyone  in  the  APCs  when  carrying  all  their  kit.  If  other 
nr—  e.g.  POs  party  and  engrs  are  to  be  att  to  the  ooy  additional  vehiwles 
must  be  provided  for  them. 

a.  Without  inf  on  the  ground  tanks  can  not  search  olose  country  in  detail. 
However  If  the  mission  is  to  recce  in  foroe  and  there  is  4  time  limit 
imposed  which  precludes  the  use  of  inf  alone,  then  a  mounted  op  is  acceptable. 
The  method  of  eeoroh  whereby  the  inf  moved  baok  into  any  camps  looated  did 
prove  suooassful, 

f.  In  spite  of  the  time  limit  imposed,  and  the  mine  throat,  it  ie  considered 
that  the  op  was  successful  and  boph  inf  and  axmd  learnt  a  great  deal.  The 
working  relationship  estb  between  W  Coy  and  3  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav  was  most  pleasing. 
The  coy  had  little  difficultu  working  with  the  tks.  , 


4.  jgCfrrerpiTTfys 

a.  When  other  arms  are  att-  to  an  inf  ooy  for  an  op  additional  APCs  should 
be  provided.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  tho  estb  of  a  small  pool  for 
this  purpose. 

v  b.  Whore  possible  the  same  ooy  and  the  same  APC  tp  should  work  together. 

This  saves  time  during  the  marrying  up  phase, 

0,  When  tks  are  employed  the  tempo  of  ope  must  be  governed  to  allow  time 
for  tk  maint  each  day,  POL  should  be  delivered  the  day  before  to  allow  for 
refuelling  in  the  evening. 

d.  At  least  one  day  should  be  allowed  for  tho  marrying  up  of  inf  and  armour 
before  an  op  rsptoially  when  the  tps  have  not  worked  together  before. 

e.  If  time  permits  W  Coy  would  like  to  oarzy  out  further  trg  on  ope  with 
3  Tp  A  Sijn  3  Cav  Regt  to  develop  and  confirm  drills  and  techniques. 
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5.  CO'S  Comments.  I  concur  lith  OC'b  comments.  "rut  cooperation 
and  marrying  up  is  essential.  Until  all  coys  of  a  battalion  arc  trained  in 
tank  cooporation,  flexibility  will  bo  lost. 


V  Coy 

2HAR/*2(AHXAC)Bn. 
Hoi  Oat 
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0  8qp  1  Aad  Raft 
A  Sqn  3  Oar  Rogt 
1  Itt  8qn 
1  IVZIB 


W  CCMPAWT  QFBtmm  A> ALTS  18 


•OB  HUT.  . 

ocmutm 

OR8AZZOV 

BOIASXOi 


I  W  Coy 

i  MaJ  P.O.Hotop  RNZIR 

i  oooETonr  orchid  v 
i  10-13  Apr  66 


1. 


•!  ‘U  JW; 


ormans 


Pate/ftse  Brant 


1013001  c/s  73  departed  T  Coy  llnaa  with  3  seot 
3  »p  A  Bqn  3  Oar  legt  to  IT  with  2  Tp 
1  Arad  8qn  at  Tan  Phuoc(C8  T54558)  Thia 
group  than  norad  dlraot  to  tha  Coy  hast 
am  at  T8517542. 


Undar  oaad  warn 
Cm  tp  0  Sqn  1  Ami  Regt 
Cm  tp  A  Bqn  3  Car  Begt 
2  Coabet  Magr  taaaa 


1015001  9m  rauaiteer  of  V  Ooy,  att  engrs,  eagr  Two  engr  ocabat  taaaa  (Ono 
rate  aad  3  Tp  A  8qn  3  Oar  Da  ft  daparted  being  aada  up  of  Aalt  Pnra) 
V  Ooy  lima.  vara  att  to  tha  Coy. 


1016151 

1O1730B 


Ooy  Op  ocaplata  in  base  iraj.,  Deployment 
for  occupation  of  daf  poor  ooomenoed. 


While  a  aaot  of  o/a  72  vaa  aorlng  onto 
a  knoll  to  ocnplete  tha  periaeter  a 
aoldlar  trlppad  a  booby  trap  consisting 
of  a  trip  rlra  and  a  granada.  Throw 
soldi  art  ware  injured  ate  amounted  tgr 
helicopter,  fcigrs  ohaokad  tha  varaa  but 
oould  find  no  further  alma  or  booby 
traps.  Hovvrar  tha  aaot  was  withdrawn 
froa  tha  tnru  It  oould  ba  oorarad  by 
firs  froo  othar  ptana. 


All  aaabara  of  V  Coy  vara 
wearing  atael  halaets  ate  one 
of  tha  aoldlars  halaats  was 
punctured  by  tha  panada.  Tb<> 
shrapnel  cans  to  rest  against 
the  leather  headband  aad  no 
wound  resulted.  An  interpreter 
rielted  tha  nearest  P7  post 
which  was  only  250  yds  from 
tbs  ooy  base  but  tha  ooad 
Insisted  there  ware  no  nines 
or  booby  traps  plaoed  outside 
his  pariaatar  by  his  troops. 

Ho  said  tha  TO  often  booby 
trapped  tha  aria  so  as  to 
Injurs  FF  patrols.  (See  Annex  A) 


IIOtOQI 


OC  V  Ooy  with  tk  tp  ooad  aad  aagr  offr 
ooaaannsd  detailed  reooe  of  alnafisld. 
At  the  sate  tine  the  aim  sets  were 
attached  to  two  of  the  tks  ate  drivers 
tested  the  eqpt. 


3* 


8oae  alnsd  were  visible  free 
the  edge  of  tha  alnafisld. 


/oo  i  non  ate  oo 


Dtte/Tiae 

noeooH 

oontd, . 

110915H 

110930H 

110945a 

11101 5H 


111115H 

11Q0B 

1114008 


Event  Comment 


CO  1  EKZm  and  00  1  Fd  Sqn  visited  tho 
area  during  oloaring  ops,  Whilo  attomt- 
ting  to  cot  tho  oocnd  APO  oh  to  high  ground 
so  aa  to  bo  able  toopbservo  tho  mov  of 
the  tk  in  tho  minefield  the  APC  threw  a 
traok.  As  this  took  2-3  hours  to  extract, 
the  tk  tp  oomd  dooidod  to  guide  the  mine 
clearing  tk  fron  his  own  tk  which  ho  pos¬ 
itioned  on  hi/$i  ground  just  outside  the 
minefield  fen 30. 

Engr  offrl  briefed  aoch  tk  driver  on  tho 
lay  out  of  the  minefield  and  tho  proposed 
method  of  clearing  the  field. 

The  first  tk  o?.eared  the  gap  previously  The  tk  mxploded  a  number  of 
out  in  the  mine  ftncM  during  Op  miner  ir.yjrhAtfidp  each  time  it 

COOKTOTN  ORCHID  IV.  c/s  J2  and  73  mobed  oroesed  'tEs'Srea  previously 
In  APCa  to  positienn  on  high  ground  used  by  ties  and  APQs, 

approximately  300  metres  to  *he  EAST  of 
the  minefield,  o/s  7 1  remained  to  protect 
the  Western  flank. 

The  first  tk  completed  a  run  do, to  the  Approximately  26  minee  wens 
Western  fence  and  t#ck  up  the  Eastern  detonated  12  going  of  under 
fenoo.  The  tp  cond  endeavoured  to  guido  the  tracks.  The  damage  was 
tho  tank  eonthat  hio  tracks  straddled  extensive  to^toth  tracks  and 
the  mine  clusters,  -  This  was  only  partially  roadwheeln,  Obe  sue  pens  ion 
successful.  The  area  of  tho  run  was  from  unit  was  punotursd  in  a 
IS 51 8543  SE  to  15320342.  The  tank  than  number  of  plaoee.  Suspension 
cane  back  out  through  the  Western  ggp  so  rods  wars  also  twisted  sad 
that  damage  could  be  assessed.  grease  nipples  and  nuts  were 

also  blown  off. 

The  eeoond  tank  then  ocmpleted  a  run  Although  exact  details  are 

over  the  area  previously  cleared  and  held  by  1  Pd  Sqn  and  0  Sqn 

there  were  farther  detonations.  A  second  1  Asad  Bsgt,  outline  damage 
oircuit  was  then  completed  one  tank  width  was  as  follows 1 
inside  tho  previous  runs.  Although  an  a.  The  total  Ho  of  nines 
effort  woe  mado  to  mive  woes  quiokly  in  exploded  was  76.  Approx  24 

second  or  third  gegr  tho  grjund  was  too  of  .these  went  off  under  tho 

rough  to  keep  up  a  constant  speed,  tanks. 

However  it  was  noted  that  more  minee  b.  Approx  72  of  traok 

exploded  behind  tho  tank  Then  travelling  had  to  be  replaoed.  One  traok 
at  speed.  After  the  oeoond  run  the  tank  being  torn  almost  halfway 
oame  out  of  tho  tninefield  for  further  through. 

inspection.  Again  the  damage  was  extensive.  0.  One  suspension  unit  war 
00  W  Coy  was  not  prepared  to  let  tho  tks  pinctursd  and  a  master  of 
teturn  to  the  minefield  in  their  present  bus  pens  l<n  rods  were  twisted, 
condition  in  case  of  breakdown  or  traok  d,  Tin  road  dhsol  required 
failure  while  In  tho  minefield,  replacement,  fiema  were  buckled. 

e.  Many  grease  nipples  and 

00  0  Sqn  1  Ana  d  Regt  aertarod  by  hell-  nuts  wre  blown  qff  suspension 
oopter  to  irspoot  the  damage.  He  was  also  systems, 
not  prepared  tp  put  *ho  tanks  back  into  f.  Bins,  aerials  and  a  gun 
the  mi7.efi.eld,  sight  were  damaged. 

g.  Sons  radio  eqpi  was 

APOe  less  one  eeot  returned  to  Wui  Dat  f.ffootod  by  the  blast, 
for  another  task,  Tho  third  seot  ferried  h.  Tho  steel  I  beams  on  tho 
o/s  ‘Panel  73  took  to  the  base  comp  and  mine  mats  were  twisted  and  one 
then  also  returned  to  Sul  Dat,  had  a  £  inch  tear  in  it, 

The  too  damaged  tanks  were  moved  to  an  :  \ 

area  of  hard  standing  at  Y3 51 5535  where 

sane  repairs  were  carried  oat,  c/s  72  ' 

provided  proto otian  parties,  /111435K~-  ..... 
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Coranant 


111435R 

12060GB 

120830B 

12100GB 

(approx) 

12131P 

121435H 

12150GB 

12171 5H 

12200GB 

130900B 

13113GB 


Half  of  aaoh  pl/tp  w ora  permitted  to  go 
swimming  at  YS52054O,  One  member  of  the 
Oav  tp  m  stung  by  a  sting  ray  and  naa 
latar  evacuated  on  a  maintdaa  hallooptar. 

q/ a  72  aatb  a  ohaok  point  at  10515538  in 
oonjunotlon  with  tha  two  tka  ehioh  vara 
being  rapalrad  on  tha  road.  5  paopla  ware 
datainad  for  tha  laok  of  IS  Garda  during 
tha  aosiing.  These  vara  doapatohad  to  ttie 
Polios  Station  in  Lang  Phuoo  Hal  but 
relatives  arrirod  with  thalr  IS  Oarda  ao 
they  vara  ralaaaad. 

Suva  XlOOa  ( 105am  SP)  arrlvad  to  raplaoa 
tha  APCa. 

Ordara  raoalvad  that  tha  taak  waa  not  to 
b#  oontlnuad  and  that  gapa  wera  to  ba 
oloaad.  Ihgv  Ooobat  toama  vara  daapatohad 
with  inf,  and  and  Hi 03  protaatlon  to 
oomplete  tha  taak. 

At  18507557  an  angr  nlnl  teem  locatad  an 
1126  gran  with  an  unfamiliar  awl  tab.  Ihia 
waa  daatroyad  by  running  an  XI 08  ovar  it. 


An  anglnaar  atood  on  a  xlna  whan  only  2 
yda  from  tha  baok  of  an  X108.  Ipa  vara 
dismounting  from  tha  voh  at  tha  tiaa. 

Ona  Auat  angr  and  ana  HZ  aoldiar  wart 
killad  instantly,  A  fUrthar  fltra  wars 
Injured,  only  ona  of  thaaa  balng  a  aambar 
of  T  Qcy,  All  waro  avaouatad  by  hall* 
ooptar  and  all  mlnaa  lAoatad  wara  daa¬ 
troyad. 


Tha  tp  of  tanka  and  o/s  V  and  73  moved 
to  a  now  bate  at  YS507522  whara  furthar 
malnt  waa  oarriad  out  on  tha  tanka  aa 
good  hard  atanding  waa  aval  labia. 


(Saa  AnnaxB)  lha  angineara 
wara  clearing  tha  Vaatam  gap 
in  tha  adnaflald  at  YS509555 
with  mine  dataotora  prior  to 
oloalng  It.  lha  Xl06a  baokod 
up  to  tank  traoka  oada  when 
tanka  and  APOa  movad  through 
tha  gap  six  days  warllar.  The 
first  taam  from  tha  vah  whore 
tha  inoldant  ooouxrad  oloaxed 
from  tha  vah  North  to  tha  gap 
and  baok  to  tho  voh.  On  change 
-ovar  tha  next  taam  started  to 
olaar  South  to  tha  next  Ml  00, 

A  furthar  throe  mlnaa  wara 
found  sawn  In  tha  traoka  and 
near  tha  fanos. 


kgrs  completed  tha  oloalng  of  tha  gap 
and  after  uplifting  Coy  H X,  o/a  71,  XlOQ'a 
and  tha  angineara  movad  to  Join  o/a  72 


A  73. 


A  light  waa  observed  on  lha  Long  Hal 
HlUa  at  appzodaately  18481514*  Aa 
fzlandly  tps  wart  In  tha  arts  tha  light 
oould  not  ba  engaged. 


V  Coy  Gp  were  aalaming  in  tha  aaa. 


Taqr  plaaaantl 


V  Coy  Op  (minus  o/a  71,  3  XlOOa  and  2  Ip) 
movad  to  K7  with  road  oonvoy  at  IS515535 
for  return  to  Hul  Suit. 


lha  zd  oonvoy  waa  approximate 
-ly  2  hours  lata  and  tpa  did 
not  ratum  to  Hul  Sat  until 
appro*  1545  hzs. 


toWtein* 

131300H 


ConasQt 


Event 

C/S  71  under  ooad  of  2  Tp  C  Sqn  1  Arad 
Regt  aoved  to  FSPB  GLORIA  (YS  471542) 
noun  ted  in  the  throe  Ml  06*  to  prepare 
for  the  olearing  op  the  following  day. 

2.  ASSESSMENT  OF  OPERATION 

a.  Die  op  was  a  failure  as  veiy  fow  mines  were  destroyed  and 
the  task  oould  not  be  completed. 

b.  Although  an  effort  was  made  to  olose  the  gaps  in  the  minefield 

there  appeared  to  be  little  point  in  losing  further  non  os  the  fence 
can  be  crossed  In  many  plaoes,  *  - 

o.  A  few  nines  were  not  destroyed  by  the  tanks  or  >-?.t  and  these 
baoane  exposed.  Only  a  few  of  these  oould  be  destroy  »i. 

3.  BECOMMENMUONS 

a.  Centurion  tanks  should  not  be  used  In  the  minefield  until 
oonaiderable  stocks  of  e-are  parts  are  available  and  then  they  oan 
only  be  usod  if  extensive  dosage  is  aooeptsble. 

b.  It  is  obvious  that  the  VC  are  still  moving  mlnos  in  the  area 
of  the  minefield.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  destroy  the  few 
remaining  mines  bofore  the  wet  season. 

o.  One  possible  solution  would  be  to  first  tear  tho  fenoes 
down  using  tank  dosers  and  some  fora  of  grappling  hook  from 
outside  the  minefield.  Two  tanks  oould  than  travel  outside  the 
minefield  dragging  a  heavy  chain  between  them.  Because  of  the 
rough  terrain  inside  the  minefield  several  passes  would  have  to  be 
made  ovor  the  sane  area.  A  dear  path  oould  then  bo  out  by  dosers 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  fence. 

d.  If  nothing  else  can  be  done,  the  mines  in  the  minefield 
between  Lang  Phuoo  Hal  and  Hoi  Ify  should  be  eliminated  first. 

4.  00*0  otaamras 

I  concur.  In  qjr  opinion  this  minefield  oould  only  be  cleared 
properly  with  a  machine  such  as  a  flail  tank.  Ad  hoc  equipments  oould  be 
devised  but  a  further  study  is  roquired.  3he  possibility  of  a  curved/roofed 
dosor  blade  with  additional  protection  on  a  D8  dossr  nay  oe  on#  feasable  solution. 
3he  possibility  of  lifting  the  mines  by  hand  ie  in  my  opinion  dangerous  and 
would  be  a  long  arduous  and  frustrating  operation 


Annex  A  to  W  Coy  Operational 
Analysis  dated  15  Apr  66. 


(Unit) 


(Data/Tina  Op) 


Y8  SIT  SA2 
(Looation) 


EOT  UCTHCTED  Do  ton*  tl  on  TYPE  EXPLOSIVE"  Grenade  ORIGIN  OF  MABJFACTUH 

SQgtOF  CBASGX"  0  -  10  If  TYPE  HEOTI  HVICE  Pull  Bale— 

LAST  ISZOnXiY  PASSKB  Ow  two  days  CIV  IE  AREA  UmilPERIET  TYPE  VEH 


BMP  or  DAMAGE"  V/k  TOTAL  CASUALTIES  1  TEA 

CASUALTY  BAXAi  Man  So.1  -  VIA  Honda/ Ahm.  No  body  amour 
Man  No.  2  -  HIA  Handa/Anc!  No  body  amour 
Man  No.  3  -  WIA  Upper  Torao,  Abdomen/Groin.  No  body  amour 


Sketoh  of  devioe.  wire*  etc,  and  their  relationahi?  to  ground  level. 


0j » 


Am*  B  to  W  Coy  Operational 
AjJalyei#  dated  15  Apr  68 


WQcvJZm/SZ(miO)lkx.  1  ACT  121435H  {Apr)  IS  5P9555 

(Unit)  (Date/Time  Op)  (Looatioo) 

HOW  DETECTED  Detonation  TYPE  EXPLOSIVE  I fin#  ORIGIN  OF  MANUFACTURE  US 

SIZE  OF  CHARGE  0-10  lb#  TIPS  VIRUS  IEVICE  Pr###ur# 

LAST  IHIEiniY  PAASAGS  Over  2  day#  arv  IN  AREA  Indifferent  TYPE  VEH  Ml  08 

EXTENT  OF  DAMAGE  Nil  TOTAL  CASUALTIES  2  HA,  5  WIA 

CASUALTY  DATA i  Man  No.  1  -  ELA  Major  injury  loot  Head/faeok.  No  t^dy  armour. 

Man  No. 2  .  ECA  Major  injury  loot  Head/Neck.  Body  tumour. 

Man  No. 3  •  WIA  Feel/liega.1.  No  body  armour. 

Man  No.  4  .  WIA  Jbet/Leg#  No  body  armour. 

Men  No.  5  •  WIA  Upper  Torso  No  body  armour. 

Man  No.  6  .  WIA  Head/Seok  No  body  armour. 

Man  No.  7  -  HA 

REMARKS i  Mine  detonated  by  engr  *11#  clearing  the  approaohe#  to  a  minefield  gap. 
Mine  had  been  laid  in  tank  tzaoka. 


Sketoh  Indio# ting  location  of  devioe  lh  relation  to  personnel,  terrain, 
feature#. 


Ha#  thla  area  been  mined  frequently? 

We#  thi#  a  likely  area  for  lining?  Te#7~Sap  used  six  day#  earlier  by  tatak#  and  APQ>. 

Submitted  byt  P.O.Hotop  MaJ.  ,W  Coy  2RAI0rz(ANZAC)ai. 
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CXUUHOBi  Maj  P.O.Hotop  JBTZIB 
OPXRATICMi  OOOETOnr  ORCHID  7  A 
DC1AH0H  t  14  Apr  6S 


1. 


\-J  :'J-  MOin  >v-l 


140655H  Departed  W  Octy  llnea  in  APQl  and  TCVa  for  1  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Oav  Bast  provided 
oordon  and  — ap  of  lha  vlllafM  of  7  APCa.  Iha  third  pi  for  the  op 

la  Hoi  My  (TS503556)  and  Ap  lo  Goa  (o/a  74)  «u  aada  up  of  member* 

(TS512544).  00  of  Bat  1  Hr  Int  Unit,  of  Alat  Fhr  PI  and  Anti-tank  PI. 
Bal  lea,  intaspratara  and  meabere  of  tha  Diia  Pi  vaa  ooonandad  by  the 
Blv  Bat  Unit  vara  uplifted  an  route.  BSO  (alao  a  Ha*  Zealander). 

7*o  Combat  Qigr  taaaa  ware  alao 
under  ooad  for  tha  op. 

14081GB  Cordon  aatb  tgr  a/m  72  round  Lo  Con.  A 

road  block  aaa  alao  aatabllahad  on  Bout* 

44  at  the  Southern  and  of  tha  village. 

All  APCa  than  moved  book  to  e/a  73  to  Aa  there  vara  knovn  to  be  mines 
aaalat  in  the  oordon  of  Hoi  Vy.  A  further  round  Hoi  Ify  all  troop*  remained 
road  blook  vaa  aatb  Horth  of  Hoi  Vy.  Coy  mounted  until  the  area*  had  bean 
Hf  aatb  tha  aoreening  oantre  and  a  oheoked. 

haildteg  oac*  for  auipaot*. 

140620H  o/a  74  ooaaenoed  the  ivaap  of  Lo  Goa  Interpreter*  used  a  loud  halier 
frea  tha  South, ,  to  tall  the  villager*  vhera  to 

go. 

141000B  Initial  awaap  of  Lo  Goa  ooaplated.  158 

aalaa  and  203  faaalaa  vert  aozeanad.  5  4  of  tha  auapaota  vara  pointed 

auapaota,  2  draft  dodges*  ted  1  rafugaa  out  bp  Hoi  Chan*  and  tha  fifth 
ver*  detained,  lhe  Motional  Polio*  alao  vaa  on  tha  Black  Llat. 
detained  on*  auapaot. 

14101  OB  a/m  74  0  oiano  ad  aveep  of  Hoi  ]fy  from  the 
Horth,  e/a  72  carried  out  a  qulok  aearoh 
of  all  hou aaa  In  Lo  Goa. 

141025H  a/m  72  1  ooa  ted  on*  Ml  6  mlna,  1  CHJ,  2  The  house  «%a  oheoked  by  Div 

pair*  of  hockey  boot*  and  too  old  aaao  Int  Unit  par*  and  tha  ovnors 

bozaa  in  a  houaa  on  the  HI  edge  of  Lo  Goa. vex*  looated  and  quaationed. 

.  .  Bi*  CKJ  vaa  daatrcyad. 

14103®  2  APCa  ohaaart  a  aal*  aho  broke  out  of  the  ibis  male  vaa  detained  aa  a 

oordon  on  a  bike  and  headed  toaqrda  auapaot. 

Bat  Bo.  lo  leant  off  hia  Mb*  and  ran 
ahan  approached  byaan  APC,  la  vaa  oaptuxed 
and  returned  for  quaitlonlng. 


*+  0 


/141035H . 


PftVqnt  *wot  no— it 

1410358  As  a  suapeot  mi  known  to  lln  in  a  houao 
at  I851 1546  this  houao  waa  asarohed  in 
detail.  tte  auipoot  wi  a  talloroaa  hut 
included  in  a'neesuraaenta'book  was  tho 
naat  of  at  loaat  000  known  VC,  fito  hook 
ad  low  photogxapha  were  oenfleoated. 

14110GB  Initial  swoop  of  Hoi  K]r  oonpleted  by  e/a 
74i  c/s  73  than  oc—anood  a  further  aoaroh 
of  all  hooaoa.  A  blood  atainod  hat  waa 
found  in  eno  houao  whioh  iho  in  to  rp  rotor 
thought  waa  a  VC  hat.  A  detailed  aoaroh 
of  the  houao  oaa  oarriod  out  nothing 
further  waa  found. 

1413O0H  Initial  aoroonlng  waa  oonpleted.  447 

foaaloo  and  292  naloa  wore  aoreoned 

(total  739  adulta).  Detainees  wore  then 
rosoreaned  end  aone  were  released.  Vlnal 
figures  were 1 

17  Suapeots  (14  fenale  and  3  sales 
all  oonfiaMd  b or  Hoi 
Ghana). 

1  Draft  dodger 

7  Suepeota  wore  alao  detained  by 
the  Iktional  Polioe.  Suepeota  were  handed  over  to 

Dat  Do  &ib  Seotor. 

141345H  OonToy  departed  for  Hui  Dat. 

MmmKwwnw* 

a.  Although  thia  opezatien  waa  aounted  at  short  no  ties  and  only  a  Teqr 
alnple  aoreening  oentro  eetabliebed,  the  results  wore  quite  good. 

b.  It  was  obvioua  that  the  Dir  Int  PI  had  ooetpleted  their'honeworic*  before 
the  op  and  knew  eaaotly  what  they  wars  looking  for.  Stare  were  approximately 
95.  nenes  on  their  'wanted'  liat, 

e.  APCs  are  ideal  for  deploying  a  cordon  quickly. 

d.  Due  to  laok  of  peso  and  insufficient  briefing  aone  people  who  had  not 
boon  soxeened  alaoat  annagod  to  aingla  with  those  Who  had  been  aoreoned. 

3.  HHOOUMBTOATIOgS 

a.  A  ropreaontatiTs  from  the  Det  Dtw  Int  Unit  should  attend  the  oosds  0  Gp, 

b.  Ote  briefing  a f  all  troops  woridng  in  the  aoreening  area  oust  be  detailed. 
Stay  oust  all  understand  the  aye  tea  being  used  by  the  Int  PI  and  their  axaot 


4.  0011  ttfUMTS 

I  ooncur  with  ooopony  oonaander.  A  quiokly  initiated  or  snop 
cordon  and  search  of  a  known  area  will  generally  produoe  more  positive  results 
ooopared  to  the  more  oumboreone  highly  organised  operations. 
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